British Literature to 1780

Fall 20011

Dr. Lucy Price, Instructor

Case 302, ext. 8471

lprice@bakeru.edu
Office Hours:  2:00 – 3:00 TTH

and by appointment
EN 330 - British Literature to 1780
Fall 20011
Catalog Course Description:
In this course students will study texts by selected authors of British literature and its major traditions from the Anglo-Saxon period to the eighteenth century. As students read these texts against the historical, social, and intellectual background of the times, they will be introduced to works by such major figures as the Beowulf poet, the Pearl Poet, Chaucer, Malory, Renaissance sonneteers, Marlowe, Shakespeare, 17th century lyric poets, Milton, Pope, and Swift, among others. Through study of the texts students will gain an appreciation of the literature itself, the traditions from which it springs, and its relationship to both the world of its creator and our world today. Writing Course.

Additional Comments:
The literary texts studied in this course span many centuries and reflect the traditions and cultures of even longer periods of time.  In addition to the analysis and interpretation of the texts themselves, we will want to examine them within their historical context.  Questions we will want to ask include:   What is the interrelationship between language and literary texts and the world to which these texts belong?  What is the interrelationship between authors and the power structure of their society?  Specifically, we will want to consider the literary texts in light of the social, economic, religious, and political forces and events of the period. What genres were approved and/or popular? What themes and values do they display? Whose ends did they serve? Who interprets and narrates history and literary history?  How and why has the value of specific authors or texts risen, or fallen, or remained constant over the course of time? Together we will seek to answer these questions and more, as we compare and contrast the actions, themes, characters, structure, language, and genres of the individual works. Also, as enduring expressions of the human condition, these works will enable us to test and temper our own perception of what it means to be human.

Course Objectives: 
This course enables students to demonstrate that they have
1. Gained a broader understanding and appreciation of intellectual and cultural activity through study of literature, central to the value of a liberal education, and. understanding the relationship between literary texts and historical contexts
2. Gained factual knowledge of the literary texts and periods studied, including terminology, classifications, and methods appropriate to the study of literature and literary history.
3. Developed skill in expressing oneself orally and in writing as we communicate our ideas concerning the texts studied.
4. Acquired an interest in learning more by asking questions and seeking answers, thus developing the attitudes and behaviors of lifelong learners.
Required Course Text: 

Abrams, M.H., et al. eds.  The Norton Anthology of English Literature, Vol. I.  8th ed.  New York:  Norton, 2005.

Course Assignments:
As students, your first assignment is to read the assigned works carefully and thoughtfully and to be prepared to discuss them in class.  So that we can refer directly to the text in our discussions, you are expected always to bring the text to class with you.  Reading assignments include introductions to the literary periods we are studying and background materials on individual authors and major texts.
For our study of Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales, all students will read the “General Prologue” in Middle English.  In addition, each student will be assigned a short passage to read aloud in class and explain briefly.  You will be asked to turn in your own written translation into clear, grammatical English prose.  
Second, three short essays of approximately three to four pages each will be assigned in the course of the semester.  In these essays students will discuss readings that reflect a particular political, religious, or social issue.  See the schedule of assignments for due dates.
An additional essay assignment will consist of an explication of an assigned sonnet from the Petrarchan tradition.  In this essay you will explain how the poet uses rhetorical devices and the sonnet form to make meaning, clarify what that meaning is, and demonstrate how the poem represents – or plays off of – the sonnet tradition.  

Papers are to be submitted by the assigned deadline; late papers will not receive full credit.
Finally, there will be two hour examinations and a comprehensive final examination.

Our work for the semester is based on the principle that careful thinking about what we read improves writing and careful writing improves thinking.
Course grading: 

· 3 short essays (10% each) = 30%

· Sonnet explication = 10%

· 2 hour exams (15% each) =  30%
· Chaucer reading and translation = 5%
· Participation, including preparation for class, class participation, in-class writing, and attendance = 10%

· final exam = 15%

· Total = 100%
Attendance and class expectations: 
Because the format of the course is discussion and participation, attendance is required. If an absence is unavoidable, please talk with me about the situation in advance, or if this is not possible, check with me as soon as possible to learn what make-up work is possible.  All assigned make-up work must be turned in within one week of the absence.  More than two unexcused absences will result in the participation grade being lowered by five percentage points for each additional absence.
The discussion format of this course means that the class is student-centered.  Students will have ample opportunity to ask questions about the texts we are studying and to participate in discussion.  Thus, the abilities to read, think, communicate, and listen are equally valued as we focus on analyzing and interpreting the texts.  Attention to and participation in the class discussion is expected of everyone; activities and behavior that distract from participating in and listening to the discussion, including private conversations, use of electronic communications, unnecessary departures from the classroom, and eating, are disrespectful of one’s fellow classmates and will result in a lowered class grade.
In addition, each student is expected to adhere to the standards of academic integrity outlined in the Student Handbook.  Any instance of academic misconduct will result in a grade of "F" for the course.

Accommodations for Students with Disabilities:

Access Services coordinates accommodations and services for all eligible students with disabilities. If you have a disability and wish to request accommodations and have not contacted Access Services, please do so as soon as possible. Access Services is located in Collins Library lower level; their phone number is 785-594-8352. Information about Access Services can also be found on the Baker web site at www.bakeru.edu/sas.  

If accommodations have been approved by Access Services, please communicate with me personally regarding your accommodations to coordinate services.

EN 330 British Literature I -- Fall 20011 
Schedule of Assignments
The following is a tentative schedule of readings and assignments for the semester and is subject to modification.

	WK
	1
	Thurs.
	25 Aug.
	Introduction to the Course, Britain to the Anglo-Saxon Period, Introduction to Beowulf

	1
	2
	Tues.
	30 Aug.
	The Anglo-Saxon Period, pp. 1-7, 19-21, Beowulf 
Topics for Discussion:  Beowulf as Heroic Epic:  Historical and Mythological Background; The World View of the Beowulf Scribe; The Lay of the Lone Survivor, The Father's Lament, and the Hero's End

	
	3
	Thurs.
	1 Sept.
	

	2
	4
	Tues.
	6 Sept.
	Conclude discussion of Beowulf; Bede’s Ecclesiastical History of the English People and excerpt (hand-out)

Read Anglo-Norman Literature, pp. 7 – 14; Introduction to Sir Gawain and the Green Knight, pp. 160 – 162; Sir Gawain and the Green Knight, Parts 1 & 2; Topics for Discussion:  Form and Tone of the Narrative Poem

	
	5
	Thurs.
	8 Sept.
	

	3
	6
	Tues.
	13 Sept.
	Sir Gawain and the Green Knight, Parts 3 and 4
Topics for Discussion:  The Hero's Tests and the moral of the poem; The poem as nature myth;
Read Medieval English, pp. 15 - 19; Introduction to Chaucer and The Canterbury Tales, pp. 213 – 218

	
	7
	Thurs.
	15 Sept.
	

	4
	8
	Tues.
	20 Sept.
	Chaucer's General Prologue to The Canterbury Tales, pp. 218 – 238; Read carefully lines 1 – 42 and lines 717 – 860 in Middle English and be prepared to translate them. 

Be prepared to read the lines assigned to you individually aloud and explain them briefly.  Turn in your prose translation of these lines.
The Miller’s Prologue and Tale 

	
	9
	Thurs.
	22 Sept.
	

	5
	10
	Tues.
	27 Sept.
	The Wife of Bath’s Prologue and Tale and Chaucer’s Retraction
Conclude discussion of Chaucer;

Sir Thomas Malory, Morte D’Arthur, pp. 438 – 456
Topics for Discussion:  The Arthurian Tradition in English Literature

	
	11
	Thurs.
	29 Sept.
	

	6
	12
	Tues.
	4 Oct.
	First Hour Exam


	
	13
	Thurs.
	6 Oct.
	Introduction to the Sixteenth Century, pp. 485 - 513; Petrarch and the Petrarchan tradition: the persona of the lover and the ironic perspective; 
Sir Thomas Wyatt, poems, pp. 592 - 604
Henry Howard, Earl of Surrey, poems, pp. 607 - 615

	7
	14
	Tues.
	11 Oct.
	First Short essay Due on readings from Women in Power

Sir Philip Sidney, pp 947 – 948; Astrophil and Stella, p, 975 ff: Introduction and Nos. 1, 2, 5, 6, 7, 15, 20, 31, 41
William Shakespeare, pp. 1058 - 1061; The question of the persona in Shakespeare's sonnets;
Shakespeare’s Sonnets, Nos. 3, 12, 18, 29, 30, 55, 60, 73, 116, 129, 130

	
	
	Thurs.
	13 Oct. 
	Fall Break

	8
	15
	Tues.
	18 Oct.
	Introduction to the Early Seventeenth Century, pp. 1235 - 1251; 
The Metaphysical Poets:
John Donne, pp. 1260 - 1281; from Songs and Sonnets: The Flea, The Good-Morrow, The Sun Rising, The Canonization, A Valediction:   Forbidding Mourning, The Relic
Donne, Holy Sonnets, Nos.10 and 14, pp. 1295 – 1299

Devotions upon Emergent Occasions, Meditation 17. pp 1305 – 1306

	
	16
	Thurs.
	20 Oct.
	Explication of Sonnet Due
George Herbert, pp. 1605 - 1625, from The Temple: Easter Wings, Jordan (1), Denial, Virtue, The Collar, Love (3);

	9
	17
	Tues.
	25 Oct.
	Andrew Marvell, pp. 1695 - 1712, To His Coy Mistress, The Mower's Song, The Garden.  
The Cavalier Poets:
*Robert Herrick, pp. 1653 - 1666; Delight in Disorder, Corinna's Going A-Maying, To the Virgins, to Make Much of Time, Upon Julia's Clothes:
*Sir John Suckling, pp. 1676 - 1681; Song ("Why so pale..."), Out Upon It!
*Richard Lovelace, pp. 1681 - 1686; To Lucasta, Going to the Wars
*Edmund Waller, pp. 1686 - 1687; Song ("Go, lovely rose!")

	
	18
	Thurs.
	27 Oct.
	

	10
	19
	Tues.
	1 Nov.
	Second Short essay due:  Crisis of Authority, pp. 1737 – 1769 
John Milton, pp. 1785 - 1789; 1825 – 1829: Sonnets, How Soon Hath Time, When I Consider How My Light Is Spent, Methought I Saw My Late Espousèd Saint;
Introduction to Paradise Lost, pp. 1830 - 1831; 
Milton's adaptation of the classical epic tradition: Milton, Paradise Lost, Book I, ll. 1 – 375; Book VIII, ll. 250 - 653

	
	20
	Thurs.
	3 Nov.
	

	11
	21
	Tues.
	8 Nov.
	Milton, Paradise Lost, Book IX, ll. 1 - 782
Milton, Paradise Lost, Book IX, ll. 782 - 1189

	
	22
	Thurs.
	10 Nov.
	

	12
	23
	Tues.
	15 Nov.
	Second Hour Exam

	
	24
	Thurs.
	17 Nov.
	Introduction to the Restoration and Eighteenth Century, pp. 2057 - 2075
John Dryden, pp. 2083 – 2087, Annus Mirabilis and Song from Marriage à la Mode

	13
	25
	Tues.
	22 Nov.
	Third Short essay due:  Samuel Pepys, pp. 2133 – 2138  Diary (“The Great Fire”)
Neoclassical criticism:  Alexander Pope, pp. 2493 – 2497, Essay on Criticism, 

pp. 2497 ff. 

	
	
	Thurs.
	24 Nov.
	Thanksgiving Break

	14
	26
	Tues.
	29 Nov.
	18th century satire: Jonathan Swift, pp. 2301 – 2303; A Modest Proposal, pp. 2462 – 2468:  critical thinking in the ironic mode and the metaphor of the feast

Jonathan Swift, Gulliver’s Travels:  A Voyage to the Country of the Houyhnhnms, pp. 2418 - 2462

	
	27
	Thurs.
	1 Dec.
	Jonathan Swift, Gulliver’s Travels: A Voyage to the Country of the Houyhnhnms, pp. 2418 – 2462 (concluded)

	
	28
	Tues.
	6 Dec.
	Last Class Day – Course Summary & Review

	
	
	Mon.
	12 Dec. 
	8:30 to 11:30 - Final Exam


1

