Dr.  Lucy Price
Case Hall 305C; ext.  471
e-mail:  Lucy.Price@bakeru.edu
www. bakeru.edu/faculty/lprice
Office Hours: 2:30 – 3:30 MW

3:30 – 4:30 TTH
and by appointment
LA 112 – Liberal Studies Seminar II
Ad Astra Per Astera: Growing Up in Kansas
Syllabus – Spring 2010

Course Description:  This Freshman Seminar II will employ an inquiry-based method to investigate of the lives of 20th century Kansans as a springboard to practicing the essential abilities of an academically successful student reader / critical thinker / researcher / and communicator.  The Kansans chosen for class study represent specific types of experiences representative of life in 20th century Kansas.  We will read works by and hear from persons who describe their own experiences in personal memoirs and works of creative nonfiction that give us insight into their struggles to achieve identity in the world of the 20th century.  These common course materials will be supplemented by students’ own research into the lives and struggles of members of various ethnic, minority, and social groups in Kansas.

Course objectives:  By the end of the semester students will demonstrate ability to:

· Communicate orally and write effective essays focused on a main idea or thesis, using appropriate methods, effective paragraph and sentence structures, and varied word choice
· Revise and edit written work to improve effectiveness and correct a variety of errors

· Evaluate and articulate arguments of one’s own and others based upon sound reasons and evidence, including consideration of alternative points of view


· Understand prominent ethical principles and apply them to social and personal issues

· Build research skills using the library catalog, database and reference materials and demonstrate ability to evaluate and paraphrase sources

· Demonstrate proper use and evaluation of research material and how to avoid plagiarism in written and oral communication

· Demonstrate effective and critical listening comprehension skills, including understanding of the arguments and their implications in oral communication

Class Methodology:  This seminar employs inquiry-guided learning to facilitate active student learning.  Assignments are designed to assist students in finding their own answers to questions or problems that arise through discussion of the seminar topic.  As a result, class work will provide directions for student to pursue in small group discussion, as well as individual research and written and oral work.

Required texts:  There are three required textbooks for this seminar:
Hughes, Langston.  Not Without Laughter.  New York:  Simon & Schuster, 1995. 
Hacker, Diana.  The Bedford Handbook for Writers.  7th Ed.  Boston:  Bedford / St. Martin’s, 2006.

Parks, Gordon. The Learning Tree.  New York:  Random House, 1989. 
Additional materials will be provided as class handouts or in electronic form.


Class Assignments:  
Since the method of this class is inquiry-based, specific assignments will be linked to the direction of class discussion and to questions raised as a part of that discussion.  They will include reading of assigned material; group and class discussion; building a class base for study of cultural and ethical issues; application of library and research skills; and oral presentations and written assignments, including a final research project.
Grading: 

Short written homework assignments = 10%
3 written essays, including revisions = 10%, 10%, 15%
2 short oral presentations = 5% each
final oral presentation on research project = 10%
research log and annotated bibliography = 10%
library tutorial assignment 5%
final exam = 10%
daily class participation and contributions = 15%
Total = 100%



Attendance:

Since the quality of class discussion is in part a function of both the quality and quantity of student participation, attendance and participation are expected of all students at all sessions. If an absence is unavoidable, it is the responsibility of the student to check with the instructor regarding missed class work and possible make-up.  The possibility for making up class assignments is subject to the instructor's approval, and must be completed within one week of an absence.  More than three absences will result in a lowering of the class participation grade by 5% for each additional absence.  Absence from more than 25% of the class sessions, i.e., 10 absences for a MWF class, will result in course failure.


Academic Expectations:
As students engaged in a seminar format course of study, you will help to determine the course of inquiry the seminar takes.  The class experience itself depends upon your active participation and willingness to engage the learning / thinking process.  We will remain flexible and attentive to the process itself and reflect on that process as the semester proceeds.  Adjustments will be made where the learning process warrant them.  In terms of course material and class discussion, students will have ample opportunity to ask questions, to participate in dialogue, and to argue for positions they are taking, while listening and responding to ideas and arguments of others.  Thus, the abilities to think, communicate, and listen are equally valued as we focus on the assigned topics and issues.  

Attention to and participation in class activities is expected of everyone; activities and behavior that distract from class, including private conversations, use of electronic devices, late arrivals, early or unnecessary departures from the classroom, and eating, are disrespectful to the class as a whole.

Each student is expected to adhere to the standards of academic integrity outlined in the Student Handbook.  Any work determined to be plagiarized or counterfeit in any part represents an instance of academic misconduct will result in penalties up to and including a grade of "F" for the course.  


Accommodations for Students with Disabilities:
Any student who feels he or she may need an accommodation based on the impact of a disability or temporary medical condition should visit Student Academic Services on the lower level of Collins Library (Room 120; ext. 8352).  Before accommodations may be put into place, students must provide appropriate documentation and meet with Lisa Johnston, Assistant Dean.  Physical conditions require signed documentation from a physician while learning or psychological conditions require a diagnostic evaluation that is not more than three years old from a qualified clinician.  All diagnostic documentation must include an overview of tests and assessments, a specific diagnosis, a statement regarding the impact on major life activities, and recommended accommodations.

Schedule of topics:  This schedule is subject to modification as needed for purposes of our inquiry-based method and scheduling issues..
	Dates:
	Preparation
	Assignment / Class discussion

	W 27 Jan
	Introduction to the Course and inquiry-based methodology
	Introductions, etc.


	F 29 Jan
	Read Hughes, chapters 1 – 7
	Research background information on Langston Hughes; discuss novel’s use of language and narrative point of view

	M 1 Feb
	Read Hughes, chapters 8 – 12
	Characters / relationships / experiences – short in-class writing

	W 3 Feb
	Read Hughes, chapters 13 – 21 
	Concepts of Culture, deductive reasoning 

	F 5 Feb
	Read Hughes, chapters 22 - 30
	Concepts of Culture, inductive reasoning

	M 8 Feb
	Conclude novel
	What do we mean by “acting ethically”?

	W 10 Feb
	Ethical principles
	Thinking in terms of consequences – What kinds of outcomes do the ethical frameworks produce?

	F 12 Feb
	Ethical principles
	Applying ethical principles to case studies, including plagiarism

	M 15 Feb
	Discuss choices / alternatives and critical thinking 
	Choose topics for analysis paper on ethical choice / alternatives based on students’ own case scenarios; work in pairs

	W 17 Feb
	Oral presentations in pairs
	Presentations with audience evaluation / response

	F 19 Feb
	Oral presentations in pairs
	Presentations with audience evaluation / response

	M 22 Feb
	Analysis paper due at class time
	Prepare questions to submit to first class resource person / visitor

	W 24 Feb
	Class resource person visit
	Active listening / response

	F 26 Feb
	Reflection paper on visitor’s experience
	Discussion cultural context of visitor’s experience

	M 1 Mar
	Parks, chapters 1 – 4 
	Background information on Gordon Parks

	W 3 Mar
	Parks, chapters 5 – 9
	characters / plot – short in class writing

	F 5 Mar
	Parks, chapters 10 - 14
	Integration of quotes 

	M 8 Mar
	Parks, chapters 15 - 18
	Citation of sources

	W 10 Mar
	View video
	Library tutorials

	F 12 Mar
	Paper due – analysis of culture / ethics of the texts by Hughes and Parks
	

	15 – 19 Mar
	Spring Break
	

	M 22 Mar
	Research background to Brown vs. Topeka Board of Education
	Discuss issues surrounding Brown vs. Topeka Board case and prepare for visit to Monroe School

	23? or 25? Mar
	Visit to Topeka Monroe School
	

	29 Mar 
	Short oral responses to Monroe School visit
	Discuss possible paper topics

	31 Mar
	Bring draft of argument essay on Brown vs. Topeka Board
	Peer comments on structure of essay

	F Apr 2
	No class
	

	M Apr 5
	Class visitor – integrating schools
	Work on essay

	7 Apr
	Discussion of visitor’s comments / experience
	Paper due

	12 – 16 Apr
	Visit to Spencer Research Library on the free speech movement
	Discuss possible research paper topics; avoiding plargiarism

	19 – 23 Apr
	Work on research paper / presentations
	Individual conferences on paper draft

	26 – 5 May
	Formal paper presentations
	Audience evaluation / response

	7 May
	Research paper due
	

	10 May
	Course summary / review
	

	May 17
	Final Exam
	Course synthesis
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