Dr.  Lucy Price
Case Hall 305C; ext.  471
e-mail:  Lucy.Price@bakeru.edu
www. bakeru.edu/faculty/lprice
Office Hours: 2:30 – 3:30 MW

3:30 – 4:30 TTH
and by appointment
English 313: Mythology
Spring 2010, 2:00 Tuesdays and Thursdays


Course Description:
By its very nature the study of mythology is highly interdisciplinary, bridging the fields of literature, language, the arts, religion, anthropology, and psychology.  Thus, this course will appeal to students with broad interests in the arts and humanities.  In this course we will begin by exploring the various linguistic, anthropological, and psychological, and structural theories of the origins and purposes of myths.  Using these theoretical frameworks as a basis for our readings of the works of literature which are our sources for the myths, we will then see that they yield meanings significant not only for other peoples but also for us today.  Myths of the classical world of antiquity will provide the primary focus of the course, although students will have the opportunity to explore myths of other cultures in class assignments and the research paper. 
Course Objectives:
By the conclusion of this course students should be able to
· explain theoretical frameworks used to analyze and interpret myths and apply them to a variety of myths from the classical tradition. 
· explain universal story elements, themes, and archetypal images and symbols as they are realized in the myths, deities, and legends of classical mythology.
· demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the literary tradition of Greek and Roman mythology, especially as transmitted through primary texts. 
· demonstrate ability to recognize elements of the classical mythological heritage as it has been transmitted through literature and the visual arts. 
· analyze and interpret the meaning of myths in class discussion, oral presentations, and written essays. 
Class Methodology:
The class format for this course will combine presentations with student-centered discussion.  Our textbook will serve as the primary source of material, with class time devoted to presentations over and discussion of the assigned chapters we are reading, the primary text material found in those chapters, and outside supplementary material, especially from literature and the visual arts.  Students will be asked to present specific topics from assigned chapters in our textbook and in doing so to provide additional researched material from other disciplines or cultures whenever appropriate.  Whenever possible, assignments will be tailored to the student's own interests.  Assignments will include providing background information on individually assigned discussion topics to the group, a map quiz, a midterm exam, and a research paper on a topic of the student's choosing.  In addition, students will write a comprehensive final examination. 
Grading:
Map quiz

  


10%
class presentations



20%
midterm exam:



15%


research paper




20%




participation, class assignments, 

And attendance  



15%

final exam




20%
Total





100%


Required Text:
Morford, Mark P. O.  and Lenardon, Robert J.   Classical Mythology.    8th Ed.   New York:  Oxford University Press, 2007. 



Additional books, literary texts, and materials will be made available through the instructor and the Baker University Library.   Videotapes and on-line resources will also be used as additional course materials. 

Academic Expectations:
Since the quality of class discussion is in part a function of both the quality and quantity of student participation, attendance and participation are expected of all students at all sessions.  If an absence is unavoidable, it is the responsibility of the student to check with the instructor regarding missed work and possible make up.   Make-ups are unavailable except in the most extraordinary cases, subject to the instructor's approval.  Each absence beyond the allotted two will result in the class participation grade being lowered by 10%.   
In addition, each student is expected to adhere to the standards of academic integrity outlined in the Student Handbook.   Any instance of academic misconduct will result in penalties up to and including a grade of "F" for the course. 
So that we can refer directly to the material being discussed in class, students are expected to bring the textbook to class.   Attention to and participation in the class discussion is expected of everyone; activities and behavior that distract from participating in and listening to the discussion, including private conversations, use of electronic communications, unnecessary departures from the classroom, and eating, are disrespectful of one’s fellow classmates and will result in a lowered class grade.  In addition, each student is expected to retain all graded work until the end of the semester. 
Accommodations for Students with Disabilities:

Any student who feels he or she may need an accommodation based on the impact of a disability or temporary medical condition should visit Student Academic Services on the lower level of Collins Library (Room 120; ext. 8352).  Before accommodations may be put into place, students must provide appropriate documentation and meet with Lisa Johnston, Assistant Dean.  Physical conditions require signed documentation from a physician while learning or psychological conditions require a diagnostic evaluation that is not more than three years old from a qualified clinician.  All diagnostic documentation must include an overview of tests and assessments, a specific diagnosis, a statement regarding the impact on major life activities, and recommended accommodations.

Tentative Schedule of Assignments:  This schedule may be subject to modification as needed.
	Day 1:  Jan 28
	Introduction to the Course, Joseph Campbell:  The Message of the Myth

	Week 1:  Feb 2 – 4
	Chapter 1:  Definition of mythology and interpretive frameworks; be prepared to explain two approaches to explaining and interpreting myths. 

	Week 2:  Feb.  9 – 11
	Chapter 2:  The Historical Background of Greek Mythology:  the Aegean Bronze Age; the Iron Age and Homer

Chapter 3:  Myths of Creation 
Students bring a creation myth from world mythology

	Week 3:  Feb.  16 – 18
	Chapter 4:  Zeus' Rise to Power:  The Creation of Mortals and 
Prometheus, Pandora, the Ages of Man, the Flood
Discussion of Aeschylus’ Prometheus Unbound
Myths of the Ancient Near East and parallels in the classical world
map quiz on Thursday, Feb. 18th 

	Week 4: Feb.  23 – 25
	Chapter 5:  The Twelve Olympians:  Zeus, Hera, and Their Children 
Chapter 6:  The Nature of the Gods

Discussion of The Legendary History of Herodotus

	Week 5:  Mar 2 – 4
	Chapter 7:  Poseidon, Sea Deities, Group Divinities 

Chapter 8:  Athena
Chapter 9:  Aphrodite and Eros

Discussion of Plato’s Symposium

	Week 6:  Mar 9 – 11
	Aphrodite and Eros continued

Discussion of Apuleius’ Cupid and Psyche
Review for Midterm
March 6 – Midterm exam

	March 15 - 19
	Spring Break

	Week 7:  Mar 23 – 25
	Artemis (Chapter 10)
Additional Reading: Euripides’ Hippolytus
Chapter 11:  Apollo

Discussion of the loves and musical contests of Apollo

Submit possible topic for research paper on one major text, figure, or saga

	Week 8:  Mar 30 (Apr 1 – no class) 
	Chapter 12:  Hermes
Discussion of Hermes as thief and brother of Apollo
Chapter 13:  Dionysus, Pan, Echo, and Narcissus
Additional Reading:  Euripides’ The Bacchae

	Week 9:  Apr 6- 8
	Chapter 14:  Demeter and the Eleusinian Mysteries
Discussion of Demeter and Persephone 

Chapter 15:  Views of the Afterlife:  The Realm of Hades

Discussion of the heroic journeys to the Underworld

	Week 10:  Apr 13 – 15
	Chapter 16:  Orpheus and Orphism:  Mystery Religions

Discussion of the mystery religions 

Chapter 17:  The Theban Saga 

Additional Reading:  Sophocles’ Oedipus Trilogy 

	Week 11:  Apr 20 – 22
	Chapter 18:  The Mycenaean Saga

Additional Reading:  Aeschylus’ Oresteia 

Chapter 19:  The Trojan Saga and The Iliad
Chapter 20:  The Returns and The Odyssey

	Week 12:  Apr 27 – Apr 29
	Chapter 21:  Perseus and the Legends of Argos 

Chapter 22:  Heracles

	Week 13:  May 4 – 6
	Chapter 24:  Jason, Medea, and the Argonauts
Research paper due, May 6th 

	Last Class Day - May 11
	Course Review and Summary

	Wed., May 14
	Final Exam:  1 – 4 p. m. 
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