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From the President

Dear Friends,

As you will notice in the pages of the Baker 
World, Baker University has enjoyed another 
memorable year and we’re grateful that our alumni 
continue to share their success stories. I’ve met 
several wonderful Baker alumni in my first year as 

president of this great University and appreciate your continued support.
Baker is poised for another exciting year in 2007-2008 as we begin 

a yearlong celebration to commemorate Baker’s 150th birthday. Our 
dedicated students, faculty, staff, alumni and selfless group of volunteers 
have spent countless hours planning events for all of our campus locations. 
Please take time to review the 150th celebration calendar inside. We hope 
you are able to attend an event or two in the coming year and share once 
again in the Baker experience.

Throughout the year, we will continue to develop our collective 
vision for Baker’s future as plans for physical facilities come to fruition. 
Construction will begin soon on a new residence hall between Pulliam 
Hall and Jolliffe Hall on the Baldwin City campus as we continue to 
focus on providing our talented students an environment in which they 
can excel. Plans are underway to move into new School of Professional 
and Graduate Studies facilities in Overland Park and Topeka, as well as 
an expanded facility in Wichita. As we meet the needs of our working 
students, one of our top priorities is to provide educational programs with 
an emphasis on academic excellence 

I have sincerely treasured my first year representing Baker. Thank you 
for your unwavering support of the University. I look forward to meeting 
more members of the Baker family as we celebrate the University’s 150th.

With Baker Pride,

Patricia N. Long

’cat chat



“Once I got to 

Baker, I absolutely 

loved it. I felt 

at home here. 

I liked the size of 

it. I liked the small 

classrooms.”

        –Curt Eddy ’69

Late at night with a transistor 
radio pressed against his ear, 
Curt Eddy, ’69, often was 
entertained as a teenager by the 
howls of Wolfman Jack.

The raspy sounds of the 
legendary disc jockey and the 
songs he played inspired the 
budding entrepreneur from tiny 
Marysville, Kan., to follow his 

dreams of a career in the music business. In the 
mid 1970s, Eddy took a giant leap of faith, leaving 
a secure job teaching at a Catholic high school in 

the Kansas City area for a record 
store in San Francisco, which 
formed the foundation for 
his current position as Senior 
Vice President of Sales for 
Hollywood Records, a 
Disney-owned company.

Eddy returned to 
Baldwin City in 
mid-May for Baker 
University’s Spring 
Commencement 
where he addressed 
the graduates of the 

College of Arts and Sciences and 
School of Nursing with the mes-
sage: “If you want to do something, 
whether it’s in the entertainment 
business or whatever you choose, 
don’t let anybody tell you you can’t. If 
you want it bad enough, you can find 
a way to do it.”

Coming to Baker from a small town in Kansas, 
Eddy had no formulated plan on how to crack 
the music business. He did have desire, though. In 
his current job in Burbank, Calif., Eddy creates a 

marketing and sales plan for artists signed 
to his company’s labels.

“I was persistent about 
it and found a way to 

have a career,” he said. 
“When I made the 

leap to the music 
business, I knew 
I was still young 
and I had to 
take a chance. 
I felt so strong 
and so sure 
that I could find 

myself somewhere 
in the music business.”

During his commence-
ment address, Eddy recalled 
chauffeuring around Paul Stanley 
and Gene Simmons of KISS fame 
during business meetings.

“They are great guys,” he said. “They are not 
what you see on stage. They are businessmen. 

           a
nd a leap of faith

They put on the KISS act. They are smart guys. Extremely professional 
when I would want them to meet with somebody. They carry on a rock 
star aura, but they are first and foremost businessmen.”

If not for the recruitment by admissions officer Ken Snow 
in 1965, Eddy may have never had the opportunity to 
mingle with such rock icons.

“Once I got to Baker, I absolutely loved it,” said Eddy, an 
active member of Kappa Sigma Fraternity. “I felt at home here. 

I liked the size of it. I liked the small classrooms.”
Eddy’s transition from small town to a small university 
was smooth.

“It prepared me for life experiences. I gained confidence 
as a person at Baker. I understood the necessity of relation-
ships with people. There was a sense of individuality that 
came out of me because of the personal experiences that I 
had at Baker and that has lasted a lifetime.”

Earlier this year, Baker President Pat Long invited Eddy to be 
a member of the University’s Board of Trustees. Deeply touched 

by the gesture, he accepted and plans return to the campus regu-
larly in his new role.
 “I’ve always had a strong, emotional attachment to Baker,” he 

said. “I will give them my commitment.” 



Emelia Stephens, SON 
’07, has seen both sides 
of patient care.
As a recent graduate of 
the Baker University 
School of Nursing, 
Stephens hopes to build 
relationships with her 
patients and their fami-

lies and promote preventative medicine.
Stephens also knows what it’s like to be on the 

receiving end of patient care. In 1999, at the age 
of 21, she was diagnosed with pulmonary hyper-
tension, a rare blood vessel disorder of the lung in 
which the pressure in the pulmonary artery rises 
above normal levels. According to the Pulmonary 
Hypertension Association Web site, pulmonary 
hypertension has been historically chronic and 
incurable with a poor survival rate.

“It was quite a shock to me that that’s what I 
had,” said Stephens, now 29, who lives in Topeka, 
Kan.

At that time, she was experiencing chest pain 
and shortness of breath and it felt like it was get-
ting worse, which it was. At that same time, she 
also had the desire to go to nursing school, 
a desire that only increased after her diagnosis.

“I’ve been very committed to nursing, and 
one of my goals with my patients is to empower 
them,” Stephens said. “One way to do that is 
through example.”

She can’t carry groceries anymore, do laundry, 
climb stairs, go swimming or take a tub bath. 
(She uses an IV pump 24 hours a day for one of 
her medications.)

But Stephens is not about what she can’t do. 
She’s about what she can do and what she did was 
go to nursing school, finish on time along with 
her peers and receive a bachelor of science degree 
in nursing.

“I’m trying to show people that when you have 
a chronic illness to keep pursuing your dreams 
and your goals,” she said. “I really try to stress to 
people to get out there and do what you can do 
and focus on what you can do even if it’s small.”

Stephens is on a total of 10 different medica-
tions, three of which are pulmonary hypertension 
specific. An alarm goes off on her watch when it’s 
“pill time.”

During the past year she has been 
hospitalized three times. Having been 
a patient herself, Stephens empathizes 
with how patients feel. She said she 
tries to determine what her patients’ 
needs are right now and whether they 
are being met.

And she knows what it’s like to be 
thrown into the health care system.

“I want every patient to feel valued, 
and not every patient feels valued 
in the health care system,” Stephens 
said. “They fall into the system and 
get washed away. I want people to get 
adequate health care and feel valued as 
a patient.”

She said patients sometimes inquire 
about her IV pump. They wonder 
if it’s a cell phone, a pager or maybe 
an insulin pump. Stephens doesn’t 
divulge specifically what she’s going 
through with her patients, but she is 
able to say, “I’m dealing with a chronic 
illness. I understand what you’re going 
through.”

Her mother, Gillian Stephens, a 
physician at the University of Kansas 
Medical Center, also was diagnosed 
with pulmonary hypertension in 1999. 
Mother and daughter are able to get 
support from each other; Emelia con-
tinues participating in a support group 
in Kansas City.

Stephens seems hopeful about the 
future. She started her new job at 
Pediatric and Adolescent Medicine, 
P.A., in Lawrence, Kan., on May 31. 
She also is preparing for her Sept. 1 
wedding Medications have come out 
in the past few years that have given 
patients with pulmonary hypertension 
more options with their care. And 
maybe some day a cure can be found, 
she said.

“I feel like I have good stamina,” 
Stephens said.

Cokie Roberts, a political analyst and award-winning journalist, is the or 
the Loreine Collins Dietrich Distinguished Lecture Series.

Free and open to the public.
Also that day, Four distinguished media experts will address the 

transformation of journalism, the music industry and media empires in the 
converged age of internet, pod casting and the latest emergent technologies. 

September 18 at 11 a.m.

Redefining Media: Technology’s Opportunities 
and Challenges

Workshop 1:30 p.m.

with Cokie Roberts

For a complete schedule go to www.bakeru.edu/150

Opening 
Convocation
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150th Athletics 
Celebration

October 5-6

For a complete schedule go to www.bakeru.edu/150

Six honorees — Scott Bates, ’75; Gary Bates, ’77; Jeff Johnson, ’78; Chris Orel, ’82; John Smith, ’91 and
Nate Houser, ’94 — will be inducted during homecoming festivities Oct. 6, when the Wildcats play host to 

William Jewell at 2 p.m. at Liston Stadium. The night before homecoming the newest Baker Hall of Fame 
members will be recognized for their athletic accomplishments and professional careers during the 150th Baker 

Athletics Celebration at the Arrowhead Club at Arrowhead Stadium in Kansas City, Mo.

150th Baker Athletics Celebration

Homecoming Tailgate Party

Homecoming & 
Hall of Fame Induction Ceremony

Saturday, October 20
Green Bay Packers coach Mike McCarthy, ’87, will 

be inducted during a special ceremony Hall of Fame at 
halftime of the Baker-Central Methodist game on 

Oct. 20. Kickoff for that game is 2 p.m.

Seven former Baker University sports 
standouts will be inducted into the University’s 

Athletic Hall of Fame in October.

For more information on the 150th banquet, contact the 
alumni office at alumni@bakeru.edu or 888-781-2586.
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Baker
experience
influences
top teacher

As the reigning Kansas Teacher of the 
Year, Olathe Northwest High School 
instructor Josh Anderson, MASL 
’01, serves as an ambassador while 
touring the state representing Kansas 
teachers at conferences, conventions 
and in discussions with the state’s 
policymakers.

“I’m sort of the ‘Miss America for 
Education’ in Kansas,’ said Anderson 
before a Kansas Association of 
School Administrators meeting in 
Emporia, Kan. “The experience has 
been phenomenal. I get to see all the 
best things a Kansas education has 
to offer and to work on improving 
the education in the state and at the 
national level.”

A teacher at Olathe Northwest 
High School since it opened in 2003, 
Anderson started the school’s debate 
and forensics program. Both teams 
are a success, ranking first in the state 
and second in the nation.

Anderson has gained the respect 

of his students. In a letter of support 
for the Teacher of the Year honor, a 
student said Anderson was a major 
influence because of his character, 
integrity, dedication to teaching and 
high standards.

Anderson is known to challenge 
his students to work extraordinarily 
hard so that they may be better and 
brighter than they ever thought 
possible.

Gwen Poss, Olathe Northwest’s 
principal, lauded Anderson for his 
“intelligence, willingness to take risks 
and global view of the potential that 
exists within the staff and students at 
Olathe Northwest.”

In April, Anderson and other 
teacher of the year honorees from 
across the country were honored 
with a ceremony at the Rose 
Garden outside the White House in 
Washington, D.C. He was among 
four finalists for the national Teacher 
of the Year honor.

“That was a great experience to 
share similar stories with other teach-
ers, meet President Bush in the Oval 
Office and to hear from policy mak-
ers,” he said.

One of the stories Anderson likes 
to share is how he brings community 
leaders and residents in the Olathe 
area together. He is responsible for 
organizing speech and debate tourna-
ments and working with students 
to develop presentations for civic 
groups.

“We rely on the community to 
assess our work,” Anderson said. “It 
gives the community members a 
better vision of the work our students 
do and they get a better understand-
ing of what leaders can accomplish.”

A lot of Anderson’s teaching 
style has been enhanced since he 
obtained a Master of Arts in School 
Leadership from Baker.

“Baker taught me how to be a 
team player and work more col-
laboratively with colleagues where 
we had a shared vision for success,” 
said Anderson, who was recognized 
in 2001 as Baker’s Outstanding 
Graduate Student. “In all honesty, 
Baker was the single most important 
factor to help shape my philosophy 
in education leadership and adminis-
tration.”

For a complete schedule go to www.bakeru.edu/150For a complete schedule go to www.bakeru.edu/150

Auction Gala
An Evening Under the Arbor 

Gala & Auction

April 19 at 6 p.m.

Are you looking for a getaway weekend in Cabo San Lucas? Or maybe 
an afternoon at the local spa? How about stadium tickets to your favorite 

sporting event? Join Baker alumni and friends 
for a glamorous gala auction and dinner. 

For reservations contact Lindsay Ferrell, Assistant Director of 
Development, at 785-594-7866 or lindsay.ferrell@bakeru.edu. 



purr-suits

J.D. Parr, associate professor of music and associate director of 
bands at Baker University, received the 2007 recipient of the 
Jennie Howell Kopke Award for Distinguished Teaching.

Parr has been involved with the music department at Baker 
for 25 years.

“Dr. Parr is a valuable member of our dedicated faculty and 
engages our students in their learning,” Baker President Pat 
Long said. 

The Kopke Award recognizes a Baker faculty member, with-
out regard to rank or years of service, with a $5,000 cash award. 
The criteria are excellence in teaching; a record of transforming students into 
scholars; bringing honor to the University; and good moral character.

In 1998, Charles Kopke established an endowment to honor teaching excellence. 
Kopke created the award to honor his mother, Jennie Howell, and his wife, Verda.

Previous Kopke award winners are Karen Exon (1998), Anthony Brown (1999), 
Lee Green (2000), Rand Ziegler (2001), Inge Balch (2002), Darcy Russell (2003), 
Tracy Floreani (2004), John Richards (2005) and Ryan Beasley (2006). 

Verda R. Kopke, a longtime supporter of Baker University 
and higher education, died March 22, 2007.

A plaque in Verda Kopke’s honor hangs in the Lincoln 
Kemper room in Parmenter Hall. Below is the plaque’s 
inscription. 

In Memory of 
Verda Rigas Kopke
A woman of grace

Born and raised in Kansas City, Missouri, Verda Kopke 
developed a deep loyalty to the city and region she called 
home. Volunteerism and philanthropic endeavors were an 
integral part of Verda’s life, as evidenced by her service to 
several regional health and faith-based organizations.

Verda and her husband Charles shared an enthusiasm for 
liberal arts higher education. Their generosity leaves an indelible mark on the Baker com-
munity by nurturing and enabling individual student and faculty achievement. Their sup-
port of the Collins Library reconstruction helped to ensure access to the tools of discovery 
and their endowed scholarships afford students the opportunity to achieve their academic 
dreams. The prestigious Kopke Award for Distinguished Teaching annually recognizes one 
of the University’s most outstanding teachers without regard to tenure, rank or discipline.

Sensitive to the significance of educational opportunity, Verda and Charles created The 
Kopke Endowed Fund for Innovation in Education. This leadership fund enables the 
University’s president to pursue opportunities of value and merit.

We are forever grateful.
Baker University Faculty, Staff and Students
May, 2007



Known as Candi in college, 
Candice Millard, ’89, has made 
a name for herself with her debut 
book, “River of Doubt,” which 
chronicles Teddy Roosevelt’s perilous 
journey down an unexplored tribu-
tary of the Amazon River in 1914.

Millard is comfortable with either 
name.

“My friends from Baker still call 
me Candi and my husband (Mark 
Uhlig) is starting to pick up on it,” 
she said. “I figured I better become 
Candice when I entered the working 
world.”

With a flair for writing, Millard 
has flourished in the working world. 
Before “River of Doubt” became 
a best seller and was listed among 
the most notable books in 2005 by 
the New York Times, she worked 
six years as an editor at National 
Geographic. A passion for adventure, 
history and nature plus a tip from 
a friend a few years ago inspired 
Millard to pursue the book project.

James Chace, a Roosevelt scholar, 
was researching a book about the 
1912 election when he learned more 
about the ill-prepared journey down 

the Amazon. He asked Candice 
if she had heard startling details 
from the trip, including a drown-
ing, murder and Roosevelt’s near 
death experience. The more the 
editor-turned-author learned the 
more intrigued she became about 
Roosevelt’s tale of survival.

Millard returned last fall to the 
Baker campus to read excerpts from 
“River of Doubt” with her former 
professors in attendance.

“I loved being on campus and I 
get a good feeling every time I go 
back,” she said. “It is so pretty that 
time of year. I love the new library.”

At Baker, Millard was an active 
member of Alpha Chi, served on 
the Panhellenic Council and wrote 
for the Baker Orange. Composition 
classes contributed to her curiosity 
about aspiring to be an author.

“I have such high regard for the 
English department,” said Millard, 
who listed the Fambroughs, Price 
and Professor Emeritus Dean Bevan 
in her book’s acknowledgements.

After graduating from Baker in 
the late 1980s, Millard intended 
to become a teacher. She student-
taught at Olathe South High School 
and pursued a master’s at Baylor 
University. The lure of reaching a 
wider audience as a writer appealed 
to her.

“I realized how much I loved writ-
ing,” she said. “I was interested in 
history and science writing. I came 

Author 
Makes
Dazzling    
Debut
Millard Captures Details 
of Dangerous Journey

back to Kansas City, opened the yellow pages 
and looked for any publishing job I could find.”

Her persistence led to a series of jobs with 
newsletter companies, trade journals and as the 
managing editor of a veterinarian magazine. 
By 1996, she landed her dream job at National 
Geographic, where she developed her research 
skills and attention to detail.

“The deeper you dig the more you find out 
and the more illuminating the story becomes,” 
she said. “People tend to lean too much on 
just their writing skills. Even the best writers 
can’t write a good story without the research to 
make it more compelling. That foundation was 
learned at Baker.”

Millard said. “You fill out a card and they 
bring you items on a tray.”

For three years, she examined documents and 
conducted interviews with specialists. A month 
in Brazil and a couple of weeks in the Amazon 
proved most exhilarating during the project.

“This river is difficult to reach and it’s dan-
gerous,” said Millard, who relied on a satellite 
phone and GPS locator. “It was important to go 
there. You want to feel it, smell it and hear it.”

The four-year book project came at a hectic 
time in Millard’s life. Early in the project, she 
married and worked in Washington D.C., while 
her husband was living in Kansas City. A year 
later she had her first child and by the time 
the final proof for the book was completed her 
second daughter was born after complications 
late in the pregnancy.

The obstacles Millard overcame to complete 
the project made the process worthwhile.

 “I didn’t know what kind of response the 
book would receive,” she said. “For a writer, this 
was a gift. First, you had Roosevelt, a fascinat-

ing, extraordinary character. Then there was the 
Amazon, an incredible setting with a unique 
and complex ecosystem. There was so much to 
work with and there was one thing after another 
with Indian attacks, the piranha, murder, starva-
tion and illness. If it wasn’t good, it would be 
my fault and not the 
subject’s fault.”

Candice lives in 
Overland Park, Kan., 
with her husband, 
Mark, a former 
foreign correspondent 
for the New York 
Times, and daughters, 
Emery, 5, and Petra, 
2. They are expecting 
their first son in late 
September.

Millard, who is 
exploring ideas on 
other book projects, 
regularly writes book 
reviews for the New 
York Times.

Her advice to budding authors: “It’s impor-
tant to remember to look for a story, not a 
subject. Theodore Roosevelt and the Amazon 
can be subjects. Together they made for a com-
pelling story. Find something you love. If you 
enjoy it, it will come across in the story.”

Also, reading good literature inspires creative 
writing.

“I learned to identify good writing, appreciate 
good writing and strive for it,” she said. “I tell 
my daughters if you want to write well, you 
need to read good writers.”
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