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Today’s 
Commencement

The University
In the mid-1850s, a group of Methodist ministers sought refuge from the 
brutality of a territory torn by economic and social disagreement. It was 
decided that such a retreat could only be found in the presence of education. 
A sanctuary of culture and civility was planned, but it was not until the 
Palmyra Association made a considerable donation of land that Baldwin City 
was selected as the location for Kansas’ first university. Named for Osmon C. 
Baker, the first American bishop of the Methodist Episcopal Church, Baker 
University was granted a charter by the territorial legislature on February 12, 
1858.
	 Throughout its history, the university has produced educated contributors 
to all fields. Baker boasts four Rhodes Scholars, a Pulitzer Prize winner, and 
countless others who have made a lasting impact as explorers, clergymen, 
politicians, writers, and academics.
	 In the 165 years since its inception, Baker has evolved from a small 
university and preparatory school to a comprehensive university with four 
schools and degrees ranging from associate to doctorate. From the first 
graduating class of three in 1866, Baker now serves approximately 3,000 
students in Kansas and the Kansas City area and across the country in online 
programs. The College of Arts and Sciences offers undergraduate degrees 
in more than 30 areas of study on the Baldwin City campus. The School 
of Professional and Graduate Studies serves working adults with numerous 
online programs. At the School of Nursing, Baker partners with Stormont 
Vail Health in Topeka to offer bachelor’s and master’s degrees in nursing. 
The School of Education offers bachelor’s, master’s, and doctoral degrees in 
Baldwin City and online.

Designation of Scholastic 
Honors
These designations are applicable to baccalaureate degrees:
	 Summa Cum Laude – With Highest Honors
	 Magna Cum Laude – With High Honors
	 Cum Laude – With Honors
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The Academic Regalia
The pageantry and dress of the academic procession have been inherited from 
the medieval universities of the eleventh and twelfth centuries where academic 
life began, first in the Church, then in the guilds. Principal features of academic 
dress are the gown, the cap, and the hood.
	 The bachelor’s gown has pointed sleeves. Sleeves of the master’s gown are 
long and closed, with a slit at the wrist. Doctoral gowns have full bell sleeves 
with three velvet chevrons across them and are faced with velvet. University 
presidents usually wear academic regalia that represent the school.
	 The colors of the hood generally represent the school and discipline. 
Traditional colors associated with disciplines are Maize, Agriculture; White, Arts, 
Letters, and Humanities; Drab, Accounting and Business; Copper, Economics; 
Light Blue, Education; Orange, Engineering; Brown, Fine Arts; Russet, Forestry; 
Crimson, Journalism; Purple, Law; Lemon, Library Science; Green, Medicine; 
Pink, Music; Apricot, Nursing; Silver Gray, Speech; Dark Blue, Philosophy; 
Sage Green, Physical Education; Golden Yellow, Science; Citron, Social Work; 
Scarlet, Theology.

The University Symbols
In 165 years, Baker has developed many rich traditions. Along with these 
traditions came a series of symbols holding special meaning to the university 
and its rituals.
	 The Presidential Medallion was first worn on April 22, 1967, by Baker 
President James E. Doty for his inauguration. A gift from Doty’s alma mater, 
Mount Union College in Ohio, the sterling silver and gold medallion is worn 
by university presidents during ceremonial events, such as commencement and 
convocation, to signify the official authority and responsibility of the president.
	 The Baker University seal was added as a university symbol when the 
university celebrated its golden anniversary. Its Latin motto translates “Let him 
first be a man,” adding to the display of three Greek words: mind, body, and 
soul. At the center is the lamp of learning on the open book of knowledge.
	 The Baker University mace symbolizes the power and authority of learning. 
Commissioned for the 1974 inauguration of Baker’s 24th president, Jerald C. 
Walker, Walt Bailey, emeritus faculty member whose career at Baker spanned 42 
years as a professor of art, created the mace from remnants of Baker’s Centenary 
Hall and historic Parmenter Hall. Bearing the name of Baker’s 29 presidents, the 
mace is carried in the procession of official university ceremonies by the Grand 
Marshal. The traditional symbol was derived from a battle instrument of the 
knights in the Middle Ages.
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Flags 
The flags represent countries of origin of our graduating students and faculty. This 
year we have flags representing Antigua and Barbuda, Bosnia and Herzegovina, 
Brazil, Colombia, Germany, Israel, Italy, Jamaica, Mexico, Netherlands, Nigeria, 
Poland, and Romania.

The Alma Mater
To The Orange   
by Warren Shepard
arr. by Roger Kugler

The Program
This program lists degree recipients together with candidates who plan to 
complete requirements in the near future. It is not an official list of graduates.

Exit procedure: In the event of an emergency, please remain calm and move to the 
exits in an orderly fashion. There are two gates that exit on the northeast side of the 
grandstand and two gates that exit to the west. Please move quietly and quickly to 
the nearest exit. In the event of lightning, please exit the stadium and return to your 
vehicle. We will communicate with graduates when it is safe to return to your seats or 
if the ceremony will be postponed.  

Thank you. 
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 theCeremonies
Order of

President Lynne E. Murray
Presiding

*Processional . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                  Kansas City St. Andrew Pipes and Drums

*Invocation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                            The Reverend Kevin Hopkins 
                                                                                           University Minister

Welcome and Introductions. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                          Dr. Lynne Murray
	 29th President 
	 Baker University

Authorization to Confer Degrees and 
Bestow University Honors and Recognition. . . . . . . . . . . . . .              Mr. Scott Grauer
	 Senior Vice Chairman of the Board of Trustees

Presentation of University Recognition. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                  President Murray

Presentation of the Dr. Bill Neuenswander 
Outstanding Dissertation Award  
to Dr. Christina Wisdom. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                        Dr. Verneda Edwards
	 Dean of the School of Education

Assisted by. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                             Dr. Bill Neuenswander
	 Dean Emeritus of the School of Education
	 2018 Baker University Faculty Hall of Fame Inductee

Presentation of Candidates. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                          Dr. Darcy Russell
	 Chief Academic Officer 

and Dean of the College of Arts and Sciences

Conferral of Degrees . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                               President Murray
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Presentation of Degrees . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                 Dr. Russell 

School of Education Graduate Candidates . . . . . . . . . . . . .            Dr. Edwards

School of Nursing Graduate Candidates. . . . . . . . . . . .           Dr. Libby Rosen
	 Dean of the School of Nursing

School of Professional  
and Graduate Studies Candidates . . . . . . . . . . . . .             Dr. Matthew R. Bice 
                                                                      Dean of the School of  
                                                     Professional and Graduate Studies

Assisted by. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                Ms. Ramie Nation
	 University Registrar

President’s Charge . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                 President Murray

*The Alma Mater. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                               Led by Max Dutton 
                                                                                           Senior, Mass Media 
 

To The Orange by Warren Shepard                     
arr. by Roger Kugler 
Lyrics are available on page 3

*Benediction . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                The Reverend Hopkins

**Recessional. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                  Kansas City St. Andrew Pipes and Drums

*All who are able will stand.

 **Audience members please remain standing until the recessional is completed.

The University Marshals are Professor Martha Harris – Head Marshal,  
Professor Bernie Fried, Professor Shoula Horing, and Dr. Brian Messer.

The Ed.D. advisors assisting with the hooding of the doctoral candidates today 
are Dr. Regena Aye, Dr. Tracy Cooper, Dr. Verneda Edwards, Dr. Lanie Fasulo, 

Dr. Harold Frye, Dr. Wendy Gentry, Dr. Arminda McCallum, Dr. Tes Mehring, 
Dr. James Robins, Dr. Susan Rogers, and Dr. Denis Yoder.
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Candidates for Degrees

School of Education

Doctor of 
Education in 
Educational 
Leadership
Sara E. Asher

Alishia Shoná Birdwhistle-
Bush

Samantha Jewell Bungart

Bryon Cecil

Roslyn L. Christopher

Laura De Adder

Angela M. Doss

Kristin M. Easley

Ileana C. Farney

Carrie Renee Gabriel

Nicole Watkins Gaulden

Angela Jane Gill

Emily Ann Gill

Jaclyn Gosney

Dawn Elaine Gresham

Karen Allyson Heiserman

Jenna M. Hoing

Logan Samuel Kelim

Misty J. Kikoler

Jason J. Maeder

John Trung Nguyen

Janel Nicole Paschall

Heather Lynn Payne

Terri Lisa Redden

Heather Lynn Renk

Erin Elizabeth Richerson

Vanesa Salgado-Muñoz

Molly Jane Smith

Rebekah S. Varvel

Jacqulyn Mick Wasinger

Doctor of 
Education in 
Instructional 
Design and 
Performance 
Technology 
Aron Christopher Attebery

Jessica E. Bird

Cynthia Ann Higgins

Kristen Marie Livingston

John Andrew McCormick
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Doctor of 
Education in 
Leadership 
in Higher 
Education
Danielle Binion 

Thomas Elliott Gilmore

Michele Lane Hodapp

Rowdy L. Pyle

Heather Marie Rinkenbaugh

Max Joseph Skidmore, Jr.

Danielle Lauren Sutter

Christina M. Wisdom

Master of Arts 
in Education
Elise Nicole Bisconer

Jeffrey Quentin Brown, Jr.

Daniel William Bryant

Allison Marie Burke

Katherine Coppaken

Luke Randall Curry

Robert James Erker

Luz Mireya Ziad Faudoa

Lexi Fenn

Donald J. Finch

Traci Goode

Sarah LaRae Grose

Katelyn Harris

Falon E.D. Helsel

Leisa Hittle

Kaitlyn Marie Jeannin

Bailey Anne Johansen

Hope Ann Johansson

Raechel Kinney

Adam John Klausmeyer

Kathleen Olivia Lansdon

Caden A. Laptad

Margaret R. Longabaugh

Joan Wanjiku Mbugua

Madison Shay McEntee

Shaina Marie Melgar

Phuong Thi Kieu Nguyen

Veronica Ramirez

Rachel Ann Robb

Britiany Empo Robinson

Elizabeth Anne Traxler

Amy Traylor

Robyn Elizabeth Tuwei

Teresa Michelle Ulrich

Anitra Welch-Reche

Sophia Caroline Wilson

Chris Ryan Young
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Master of 
Science in 
Instructional 
Design and 
Performance 
Technology 
Kristen Jimenez

Barry Ray Kidd

Cynthia Powell

Alićia E. D. Redfish

Brittney M. Sechrest

Jennifer Morgan Short

Lexie Wartick

Master of 
Science 
in School 
Leadership
Chad Eric Aberle

Christopher Lee Ball

Marnie Beth Baxter

Philip C. Bayha

Audrey J. Bolt

Sarah Maria Borem

Kelly Bornheimer

Jared Brown

Nathan Robert Carter

Amber Marie Chambers

Brooke Dickey

Amber Edomwonyi

Brennan Miles West Flanagan

Cruz Alberto Gallegos

Todd D. Gruber

Melanie A. Hansel

Kaitlyn Louise Henderson

Alyssa Shriver Kimmel

Gary J. Livingston

Derek Ethan Luke

Ryan Michael Mahoney

Brandi McEwen

Ryan Patrick McNally

Alecia Omo

Laura B. Paschall

Resheta Patton

Marie Querubin

Baxter Lynn Schmidt

Amie Smethers

Jake Stecklein

Charles W. Swedberg

John Urick

Myriale Valdivia

Shelley Westhoff

James Mills White
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Master of 
Science 
in Special 
Education
Carrie Ann Bauer

Megan Derrick Byrd

Rebecca Hendershot Chang

Jordan Hall

Kimberly Dawn King

Royce Lynn Kmiec

Susan René Mayfield

Alicia Rianne Price

Beatriz Angelina Sanchez

Jamie Lynne Spruk

Estrella Bianca Watkins

Master of 
Science in 
Student 
Affairs for 
Leadership 
in Higher 
Education
Joally Margarita Canales

Josiah Daniel D’Albini

Delice R. Downing

Kristina D. Farmer

Jesse Caelan Schaaf

Savannah Stevenson
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School of Nursing
Candidates for Degrees

Master of 
Science in 
Nursing 
Christina L. Ellmaker

Jessica Hachmeister

Rachel Kia

Emily Maye Padilla

Emily Rose Singleton

Dustin R. Thiessen

Shelby Lynn True

Caycey Wamego
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Candidates for Degrees

School of Professional 
and Graduate S tudies

Master of 
Arts in 
Organizational 
Leadership
Howard Walker Adams

Alicia Ann Bacon

Richard Dewey Bone II

Taylor Bremer

Nathan Allen Fabrizius

Angela M. Gray

Carlyn Sarah Hartsock

Marian Alisa Heard

Eldina Kunic

Ethan Lind

Miquel Emmanuel Powell

Janell Lanay Sparks

Angela Vaughn

Courtney Williams

Master of 
Business 
Administration
Mason Lane Ahlberg

Makayla Akin

Isaac Daniel Amador

Shannon L. Anderson

Brooke Nicole Bacon

James Leroy Barrick IV

Emily Sue Basham

Courtney Marie Blake

Kathleen K. Blevins

Denise Boniedot

Richard R. Boutwell

Heather Nicole Brandt

Caleb S. Breon

Cody Burns

Matthew A. Carpenter

Anna Katherine Carson

Allyssa Chundak

Malina Maria Colburn

Hunter Dean Cole
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Colin Robert Cummings

William R. Davis

Maiah Diel

Abigail Nicole Dishman

Kendall Dray

Shaun M. Dutro

Jamie Sue Erickson

Carter William Gehrke

Martin Ray Guenther

Jennifer A. Handley

Taylin Reece Hein

Reico D. Henley

Ian L. Henricks

Jessica LeAnne Hoffman

Nathanial T. Hollingshead

Kyle Michael House

Norman Nathaniel Houser

Julie Marie Valdivia Jaramillo

Tyler Caldwell Jennings

Lisa Ann Johannes

De’Swinyana T. Jones-Brown

Dylan S. Jorns

Cooper Henri Karlin

Rhett William Khan

Dustin Halsey Kimmel

Heather Q. King

Scott Thomas Kober

Madeline Sue LeVota

Givon A. Lewis

Carl Lisher

Rachel L. Lynch

Katelyn Rose Martin

Jacob Tyler May

Eric Matthew McCullough

John W. McGraw IV

Lauren R. Tice Miller

Todd M. Miller

Todd J. Moerike

Jason Patrick Moore

Aaron Michael Murphy

Makenzie Musgrove

Hannah Rachel Nelson

Anh Tuan Nguyen

Taylor DiMarie Officer

La’Tasha Delisa Palmer

Lisa Marie Pennington

Jessica Michaela Pontious

Geondra Yarnae Powell

Donald Lee Prusha III

Christine Mae Putman

Nicholas J. Riggle

Daniel Ray Rivera

Theresa Scott

Matthew Donald Spoula

Brianna Stecklein

Jeffrey Laurence Stephenson

Brian Charles Stiles

Thomas Edward Stipp

Laken Andrew Straub

Ian Mason Sutherland
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Chibuzo Chinedu Udoye

William Julian Wagemaker

Jocelyn Simone Walker

Kate Walker

Melissa Ward

Cole R. Weber

Jakob Wegenast

Kaisha Renae Wells

Camille C. Wicker

Jordan Wieber

Muriel A. Young Bear

Master of 
Science 
in Sport 
Management
Kiana Denaé Boone

Michael K. Brooks

Donte J. Grayson

Kara Griswold

Kazine Kelly

Daniel Kurtz-Enko

Marcus Stewart Lafleur

Savannah Lynn May

Zakary J. McAlister-Klausner

Samuel Noah Scott

Thomas Taber

Tabrese Henry Venson

Kejuan Dwayne Washington

Ryan Gordon Wetzel
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Bachelor 
of Business 
Administration
Amanda M. Abbott

Summa Cum Laude

Doug T. Akers

Michael J. Alvarez
Summa Cum Laude

Warren D. Bennett II

Casandra Renee Bolander

Baheej B. Chahine

Brandon Lee Coleman, Sr.

Emily K. Ebey
Magna Cum Laude

Jackie Finan

Mayela Fleming
Cum Laude

Sarah Elizabeth Goodman

Haylee Michelle Green

Soomin Hahm
Cum Laude

Angela K. Herbaugh
Cum Laude

Dineasha Necole Jones
Cum Laude

Shawn Cameron Kohr
Summa Cum Laude

Brenden Daniel Leasure

Leslie G. Lowe
Magna Cum Laude

Christopher-Allen James Manning

David C. Miller
Summa Cum Laude

Thomas J. Morris

Jessica Rae Pemberton

Ronnie Penn

Mondrelle Denise Pless

Kerri Ann Pollack

Mistie Lynn Roberts
Cum Laude

Maria Therese Sanchez
Summa Cum Laude

David M. Schmitt, Jr.
Cum Laude

Merlin Semo
Summa Cum Laude

Melinda L. Sevedge
Summa Cum Laude

Keith Eugene Silmon

Madison Brooke Skillett

Joseph Gordon Stricklin
Summa Cum Laude

Monique Elise Strimple

Allison P. Walania
Summa Cum Laude

Laura M. Wessel
Summa Cum Laude

Heather Nicole Williams
Summa Cum Laude

Kristen Wolfe
Magna Cum Laude
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Bachelor of 
Science
Cass Deziray Brown

Cum Laude

RaKeisha Michealle Brown

Faythe Michelle Brungardt
Magna Cum Laude

Grace Alaine Charlton
Magna Cum Laude

Ashlyn Paige Chormicle

Celia Cordova

Leonard Zachary Gaultney
Cum Laude

Peyton B. Goddard

John Golden

Dave K. Kaluhiokalani

Rolanda Tona Kidd

Rick J. Lindsey

Erica L. Rose
Summa Cum Laude

Jasmyne Allyson Tsiris
Summa Cum Laude

Rosa Y. Vargas

Associate 
of Arts in 
Business
Myndi D. Gordon

Brandi Jo Pohlmeier
Summa Cum Laude

Heather R. Wells




