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THE ADDRESS

EE. “Skip” Kalb, Jr. is a highly respected figure in the rail and logistics industries, with
a career spanning over four decades. He earned his Bachelor of Science in Biology and
Chemistry from Baker University in 1973. While attending Baker, he participated
in various groups, serving as president of the Delta Tau Delta fraternity, engaging in
journalism, and earning letters in football and baseball. After earning his Master
of Business Administration from the University of Kansas in 1975, Kalb began his
professional journey by joining the Real Estate and Industrial Development Department
of the Santa Fe Railway Company in Topeka, Kansas. His dedication and expertise

allowed him to grow within the company, which ultimately became part of BNSF
Railway Company following a merger in 1995. After 41 years of dedicated service, Kalb
retired from BNSE

Throughout his illustrious career, Kalb was instrumental in spearheading numerous
strategic, rail-centric multimodal transportation development projects. Noteworthy
projects under his leadership include the Alliance Consolidated Transportation Center at
Alliance, Texas, and BNSF’s Logistics Park-Chicago multimodal complex at the former
Joliet Arsenal. He also played a pivotal role in developing Logistics Park-Kansas City and
served as the project lead for several major customer initiatives, notably the largest bulk
export facility and the crude-by-rail terminals in North America.

Kalbs early work on intermodal strategies had a significant influence on the
industry. His contributions laid the foundation for what is now recognized as the
nation’s intermodal hub co-location real estate development strategy. He also took part
in a landmark legal case concerning rail-to-truck transloading, which was ultimately
resolved in favor of the industry by the U.S. Supreme Court.

Kalb has been a prominent leader in various industry organizations. He served
as chairman of the NAIOP Research Foundation and president of the American
Railway Development Association. He was associate chair of the former International
Development Research Council (IDRC), now known as CoreNet Global, where he
received the Master Professional designation, awarded to only 5 percent of its members.
Kalb’s academic contributions were recognized during his time at the Economic
Development Institute (EDI) in Oklahoma, where his thesis was honored with the
Outstanding Thesis Award by the Midwest Economic Development Council.

Kalb serves as an advisor for two international expert networks focused on rail
logistics and development issues. He is the principal of Skip Kalb Strategies, LLC, where
he continues to consult on rail-oriented developments and logistics projects. Throughout
his career, Kalb has demonstrated an unwavering commitment to innovation and
leadership in the rail industry, leaving a legacy that has shaped the future of rail logistics
and development.

Kalb has been a member of the Baker University Board of Trustees since July
2008, serving as chairman from July 2019 to June 2022. His expertise and skills
have significantly contributed to the governance provided by the Board. Through his
leadership, the Baker Wetlands Task Force was established to promote and ensure that
the Wetlands continue to provide a high-quality research and learning environment for
Baker faculty and students.



THE UNIVERSITY

In the mid-1850s, a group of Methodist ministers sought refuge from the brutality
of a territory torn by economic and social disagreement. It was decided that such a
retreat could only be found in the presence of education. A sanctuary of culture and
civility was planned, but it was not until the Palmyra Association made a considerable
donation of land that Baldwin City was selected as the location for Kansas™ first
university. Named for Osmon C. Baker, the first American bishop of the Methodist
Episcopal Church, Baker University was granted a charter by the territorial legislature
on February 12, 1858.

Throughout its history, the university has produced educated contributors to
all fields. Baker boasts four Rhodes Scholars, a Pulitzer Prize winner, and countless
others who have made a lasting impact as explorers, clergymen, politicians, writers,
and academics.

In the 167 years since its inception, Baker has evolved from a small university
and preparatory school to a comprehensive university with four schools and degrees
ranging from associate to doctorate. From the first graduating class of three in 1866,
Baker now serves students across campuses in Kansas and online around the world.
The College of Arts and Sciences offers undergraduate degrees in more than 40 areas of
study on the Baldwin City campus. The School of Professional and Graduate Studies
serves working adults with numerous online programs. At the School of Nursing,
Baker partners with Stormont Vail Health in Topeka to offer bachelor’s and master’s
degrees in nursing. The School of Education offers bachelor’s, master’s, and doctoral
degrees in Baldwin City and online.

CLASS ORGANIZATIONS

Baker University’s Class of 1891 began the tradition of naming itself and bequeathing
its title to the incoming freshman class. Thus, each organization’s name and traditions
are passed on through generations. During any given year, four organizations are
represented among the freshman, sophomore, junior, and senior classes: Columbian
Commonwealth, Senatus Romanus, King Arthur’s Court, and House of Hanover.
The class of 2025 is part of Senatus Romanus, and the class of 2024 is part of
Columbian Commonwealth. When the class of 2029 enters Baker in the fall, it will

assume the traditions of Senatus Romanus.

DESIGNATION OF
SCHOLASTIC HONORS

These designations are applicable to baccalaureate degrees:
Summa Cum Laude — With Highest Honors
Magna Cum Laude — With High Honors
Cum Laude — With Honors

THE ACADEMIC REGALIA

The pageantry and dress of the academic procession have been inherited from the
medieval universities of the eleventh and twelfth centuries where academic life
began, first in the Church, then in the guilds. Principal features of academic dress
are the gown, the cap, and the hood.



The bachelor’s gown has pointed sleeves. Sleeves of the master’s degree gown are
long and closed with a slit at the wrist. Doctoral gowns have full bell sleeves with
three velvet chevrons across them and are faced with velvet. University presidents
usually wear academic regalia that represents the school.

The colors of the hood generally represent the school and discipline. Traditional
colors associated with disciplines are Maize, Agriculture; White, Arts, Letters, and
Humanities; Drab, Accounting and Business; Copper, Economics; Light Blue,
Education; Orange, Engineering; Brown, Fine Arts; Russet, Forestry; Crimson,
Journalism; Purple, Law; Lemon, Library Science; Green, Medicine; Pink, Music;
Apricot, Nursing; Silver Gray, Speech; Dark Blue, Philosophy; Sage Green, Physical
Education; Golden Yellow, Science; Citron, Social Work; Scarlet, Theology.

THE UNIVERSITY SYMBOLS

In 167 years, Baker has developed many rich traditions. Along with these
traditions came a series of symbols holding special meaning to the university and
its rituals.

The Presidential Medallion was first worn on April 22, 1967, by Baker
President James E. Doty for his inauguration. A gift from Doty’s alma mater,
Mount Union College in Ohio, the sterling silver and gold medallion is worn
by university presidents during ceremonial events, such as commencement and
convocation, to signify the official authority and responsibility of the president.

The Baker University seal was added as a university symbol when the
university celebrated its golden anniversary. Its Latin motto translates “Let him
first be a man,” adding to the display of three Greek words: mind, body, and soul.
At the center is the lamp of learning on the open book of knowledge.

The Baker University mace symbolizes the power and authority of learning.
Commissioned for the 1974 inauguration of Baker’s 24th president, Jerald C.
Walker, Walt Bailey, emeritus faculty member whose career at Baker spanned 42
years as a professor of art, created the mace from remnants of Baker’s Centenary
Hall and historic Parmenter Hall. Bearing the name of Baker’s 30 presidents, the
mace is carried in the procession of official university ceremonies by the Grand
Marshal. The traditional symbol was derived from a battle instrument of the
knights in the Middle Ages.

FLAGS

The flags represent the countries of origin of our graduating students and faculty.
This year we have flags representing Antigua and Barbuda, Bahrain, Canada, China,
Colombia, England, Germany, Hungary, Jamaica, Netherlands, Nigeria, Peru,
Romania, Scotland, and Spain.

KOPKE AWARD

The Jennie Howell Kopke and Verda R. Kopke Award for Distinguished Teaching
recognizes annually a Baker faculty member who has a record of excellence in
teaching and in transforming students into scholars, who brings honor to the
university, and who exhibits good moral character.



JABARA LEADERSHIP AWARD

The Jabara Leadership Award recognizes one graduating male and one graduating
female student who demonstrate leadership, academic excellence, departmental
involvement, and career potential while completing their degree at Baker.

THE ALMA MATER

TO THE ORANGE
by Warren Shepard
arr. by Roger Kugler
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THE PROGRAM

This program lists degree recipients together with candidates who plan to complete
requirements in the near future. It is not an official list of graduates.

Exit Procedures: In the event of an emergency, please remain calm and move to the
exits in an orderly fashion. There are three exits from the building, including the main
entrance behind you, the exit behind the stage, and the exit in the hallway on the right
side of the auditorium. Please move quietly and quickly to the nearest exit.

Thank you.
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PRESIDENT HOOT GIBSON

PRESIDING
*Processional .................. Kansas City St. Andrew Pipes and Drums
Invocation . ....... .. The Reverend Kevin Hopkins
University Minister
Welcome and Introductions. . . ....... ... ... Mr. Hoot Gibson
30th President
Baker University
Remarks. . ..o Rachel Sterner, Class of 2025
Senior Class President
Commencement Address . . ..o v v e EE. “Skip” Kalb, Jr.

Class of 1973

Board of Trustees

Authorization to Confer Degrees and
Bestow University Honors and Recognition............. Mr. Dustin Baker

Board of Trustees



Presentation of University Recognition. . ............... President Gibson

Jennie Howell Kopke and Verda R. Kopke
Award for Distinguished Teaching. . ............. President Gibson

2025 Outstanding Senior Awards. .. .............. Dr. Cassy Bailey

Vice President of Enrollment Management

Professor Fran Jabara Leadership Awards . ........... Dr. Judy Smrha
Professor and Chair

of Business and Economics

Presentation of Candidates. . ...................... Dr. Matthew R. Bice

Vice President of Academic Affairs and Provost

Conferral of Degrees . ... ... President Gibson

Presentation of Degrees .. ...t Dr. Bice

College of Arts and Sciences

and School of Education

Undergraduate Candidates. . . .................. Dr. Darcy Russell
Dean of the College of Arts and Sciences

Recognition of Candidates

for Teacher Licensure. . . ... oot Dr. Bice

School of Nursing Candidates . . ................. Dr. Libby Rosen
Dean of the School of Nursing

Assistedby........ ... o i Ms. Ramie Nation

University Registrar



President’s Charge . ............ .. President Gibson

*The AlmaMater. . ... ... Led by Nguyen Nicholson

Senior, Music Education

To 7he Orange by Warren Shepard
arr. by Roger Kugler

Lyrics are available on page 4.

*Benediction . ... The Reverend Hopkins

**Recessional ................. Kansas City St. Andrew Pipes and Drums

*All who are able will stand.

**Audience members please remain standing until the recessional is completed.

The University Marshals are Dr. Sara Crump — Head Marshal,
Dr. Tony Brown, Professor John Richards, and Dr. Vicky McGrath.

We would like to extend our gratitude to local Boy Scout Troop 65

for their outstanding service as the color guard.
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CANDIDATES FOR DEGREES

BACHELOR
OF ARTS

ANN VIGNERON BEALL
EMALEE BiGLEy *

Max Brack
Cum Laubpe

RuBy KATHERINE BOoSwELL
Summa Cum LAUDE

MabpisoN MICHELLE BYERLEY
Magna CuMm LAUDE

CapE Urick KEeNaAN CHAMBERS
Summa Cum LAUDE

Aryssa JasMINE CooOk
MagNna Cum LAUDE

SETH EDWARD DANKENBRING *

Cum LauDE
Mava RAE DEMERITT
Tory DILLARD
Taomas James FErGus
BrookE ANASTASIA FREDERICK
ArTON ]J. HAAYER

James RoBERT HENGGELER *
CumMm LAUDE

Gracke Hicagins

RicHarD N. KeLLy

Aaria May Kuan

MarLoN DesHoN LEwis IT *
TANNER LINDQUIST

AUDREY LUFFMAN
Magna CuMm LAUDE

PaurLa MARTIN MONTERO
CumMm Laubpe

FENRIS VICENTE MARTINEZ
(GGUERRERO

Dyran B. McCaLL

Emma J. MLivic

JoaQuin Mutoz UrRTEAGA
NoaH RigaTuso

DyLaN MicHAEL RousH

BArLEYy SHUMAN *

EasoN A. SmiTH *

SERGIO DIDIER SORIANO-ZARATE
ALAINA RoOSE TRAIGER
CHRISTIAN VILLEGAS

LiLLiaN GrRace WooD



BACHELOR
OF SCIENCE

SAPHINA ACHI
Summa Cum LAUDE

Javier A. AGUIRRE

MaAcIE RAYNE ALBRIGHT
Summa Cum LAUDE

MasoN W. ANDERSON

Lira JEwEL AvirLa
CumMm LauDE

Jesse-LEiGH BAKER
BreanA BarcHAk

Jake RusseLL BARNES
Macna CuMm LAUDE

SorHIA BARRETT
EmMA SuzANNE BERKLEY
TrREVOR J. BOLDEN

KenpYL R. BOLINDER
Cum Laubpe

CHRISTOPHER MICHAEL BOLLEFER

Jaipon Bowers
JaciLynN Rose BREWER

Lypia MARIE BRINKER *
Cum Laubpe

SETH ANDREW BROWN
CumMm Laubpe

Kristt CHAMBERS *
Summa CuMm LAUDE

GRracIE LAREE CHILDS
Summa Cum LauDE

OvL1rvia CHRISMAN
Summa CuMm LAUDE

KoLBIE LE1GH CHRISTENSEN
Summa CuMm LAUDE

Ty Ian CLARK

ErLizaBera M. CLARK
Magna CuMm LAUDE

AustIN CoasH

BeEnNETT THOMAS COLWELL
SeEBASTIAN CORDOVA
CooPER CROCKETT

Reese RENEE CURRY
Summa CuMm LAUDE

ANTHONY DaAvis

Ovr1via DEICHMANN
Cum LauDpE

CrayToN DouGras DETHERAGE
FaLco JoHaNNEs JackoB DijkHUIS
AroN CAMERON DomINICK
ArysoN RayNE DuraND

SYDNEY ANN ERLANDSON
Magna CuMm LAUDE

* CANDIDATES FOR TEACHER LICENSURE
* HONORS SCHOLARS



TayLor Roske Evans
Cum LauDpE

Avoromrwa B. FAseru

KyLEE FILLINGER *
Cum LauDpE

Hu~NTER FINERTY
Summa Cum LaubpEe

CARrsoN EuGeNE FRAKES
JAMESPERRY FRAZIER-BAKER
DororHy GALLEGOS

RiLEy ANN GALVAN
Summa Cum LAUDE

ARIANNA LESHAE GASPER
DyrLaN ALEXANDER GILLESPIE
ANTHONY GONZALEZ

Jupk E. GRanaM
CumMm LAUDE

EmMMA S. GROSSOEHME
Magna CuMm LaubpE

Brian THoMAs HARE
Summa Cum LAUDE

Keara Arana EMMaryn HArRMON

KiersTtYN LEIGH ANN HARMON
Cum LaubpE

QuEeNTIN HARVEY
Jessica Hawy

KiLey SHEA Hawk
MagNa Cum LAUDE

SamMUEL HEGGEMANN
Cum LaubpE

EtrHAN J. HENSYEL
CumMm LAUDE

GAGE THAYER HIEBERT *
Summa Cum LAUDE

Kierra HirrPLE
AusTtIN HoLLINS

Dyran SorHiA HoLMEs
CumMm Laubpe

KoLpen M. HowEerTON
WiLLiam D. Isary
ABBIE JONES *

CanonN Karn

KapeN KELLER
CumMm Laubpe

Erixk KeLLy
Naomr KiLson

DesTiNY A. KINER
Cum LaubpE

ZAcHARY Briston Kirk

Kateryn M. KNaussMAN *
Cum LaubpE

ErL1zABETH MARGARET LAMP
Cum Laubpe

Arry LEEANN LAVERTY
Magna CuMm LAUuDE

DAYLAN LITTLEJOHN

10



MaraH ErizaserH Lutz
Cum LauDpE

Lee RovaL MarsHALL 111
AIDAN STEPHEN MASSEY
STEVAN MATIC

Ty Mauck
Cum Laupe

NATALIE A. MAXHIMER-
RoDRIGUEZ *

Summa Cum LAUDE
Luke THomas McDonNALD

TaNNER M1CcHAEL McGUIRE

Karva Aryssa McKie
Cum LauDpE

NicoLE ANNE MERICAL

THAD JaAMES METCALFE
Summa CuMm LauDpE

JacoB MILLER

JerrreYy THOMAS MOORE
Summa CuMm LAUDE

OL1viA MARIE MORGAN
CumMm Laubpe

Arvssa MoRRis

JALYNN MARIE MURRY
Macna Cum LAUDE

MAGGIE MYERS

CuLOE L. NELsoN
Cum Laupe

TyLER N1cOLE NETTLES
NaraanN NeureLp +

CHrisTiIAN I. N1sHI-RIvERA
Cum LAuDE

TanneR J. O’CoNNOR
+

MADELINE LuciLLE OLIVER

WRENN OL1via PADEN
Summa CuMm LAUDE

ANEssA Kay Parks *
CAMERON ANTHONY PENNY
CAITLYN PETERS

PeyTON SALLY PETERSON
Magna Cum LAUDE

Brobie Ryan Porrock *
Cum LAUDE

GraysoN M. Quick

MEegaN RaacH

ErHAN RAYBURN
Magna Cum LAUDE

KayLiE MARIE REESE
Magna Cum LAUDE

BrapLEY RoBB
ELisA MARIE RoBINSON

Parricia SALAZAR
Cum LAuDE

JouN RusseL Scarra
Cum LauDE

* CANDIDATES FOR TEACHER LICENSURE

* HONORS SCHOLARS

N
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EmMMA SCHIEBER Toy WyarT THOMAS
Summa Cum LauDE
JosepH TRISCORNIA
RicHARD SAMUEL SCHMIDT

AIDAN S. VAN METRE
CASE SCHROEDER Summa CuMm LAUDE

Cum LaubpE
KAYDEN ViALPANDO

Z0EY N. SCHROETER

Cum LAUDE TaBEA WEINPEL

Magna Cum LAUDE

Javin E. SHAw
WiLLiam WELCH

NATALIE KATE SHEPARD

JorpAN WELLS

KALE ALLEN SLATER Cum LauDE
ADELA SMAJLAJ Jacy JANE WiLLIAMS *

CuM LaubpE

Locgan E. SmiTH
RicHARD JoserH WOLF

KATHERINE ANNE SMITH * Summa Cum LAUDE
Cum LauDpE
Tavius LEE JavoN WooDALL
Larry SmrtH II1

ALISON MARIE SNYDER
Summa Cum LAUDE

MAGGIE LOUISE STADLER
Magna CuMm LaubpE

ReaGAaN E. STERNER *
Magna CuMm LAUuDE

RacHEL O. STERNER *
Summa Cum LAUDE

BENJAMIN STUBBLEFIELD *
Cum LauDE

AusTiN |. TaBor

Kaycee LynN TANNER
Summa Cum Laubpk

KADEN TARWATER

12



CANDIDATES FOR DEGREES

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE
IN NURSING

LaureN CATE ABrRAM * MapbisoN M. GIFFORD
Summa Cum LaubpE
JareD ALLEN HARTEGAN

LiNDSEY SHEA ANTONOWICH
ArLisoN HERRINGTON
EmMmA REESE BARNES
ArrLisoN ErizaBerH HoLLAND

NicHovrAs RiLEY BARNETT

KarrLin G. HurTer
SOLEDAD BERMUDA-SANCHEZ

KrysTLE IDEN
EMBERLY MICHELLE BLAKE

EmMIiLy MARIE LAWRENCE
MaARy VisHAKHA CARR

Naomi MARIE LiBEL

NEsSTER Ivan Cruz
CoURTNEY BROOKE LoPEZ

Lauren J. DANDREO *
Summa Cum LAauDE AsHrLyN Kay McMANIGAL *

SueLBY KayLEE DENTON * AvrivaH N1coLE MIKIJANIS

Summa Cum LAUDE
HarLey RENEE MINGER *

JoceELyN MARIE ERBERT * Cum Laupe

RonNNyY Javier Esrinoza MicHAELA ANN MULLINS *
ABE FELDMAN Japa Marie NaBus
RAQUEL Sue FERNANDEZ * KaTtriNA B NAHAPETYAN

Magna CuMm LAUDE
AMANDA NIEMANN BODENHAUSEN

James J. Frertac
A1paN Scot NOLLER

RiLEy GEORGE *
CAMRYNN NicorLeE OATES

CARSYN GWEN GEORGE

13



BRrRANDEN PERA

HannaH Rose REyNOLDS
MaxiMILLIAN A. RIFe
KenziE RORABAUGH
MabisoN ANN Ross
CALEB SKRZYPEK

V1vIAN STRAHM

SKYLAR MARIE VALDEZ *
Magna CuMm LAUDE

James HowarpD WALDENMEYER
ANNA Er1za WARMAN

KeEGAN BROOKE WEINGARTNER
Summa Cum LauDE

Movrry Wise

* SIGMA THETA TAU INTERNATIONAL
N
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