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Today’s Commencement
The Address
F.E. “Skip” Kalb, Jr. is a highly respected figure in the rail and logistics industries, with 
a career spanning over four decades. He earned his Bachelor of Science in Biology and 
Chemistry from Baker University in 1973. While attending Baker, he participated in various 
groups, serving as president of the Delta Tau Delta fraternity, engaging in journalism, and 
earning letters in football and baseball. After earning his Master of Business Administration 
from the University of Kansas in 1975, Kalb began his professional journey by joining the 
Real Estate and Industrial Development Department of the Santa Fe Railway Company 
in Topeka, Kansas. His dedication and expertise allowed him to grow within the company, 
which ultimately became part of BNSF Railway Company following a merger in 1995. 
After 41 years of dedicated service, Kalb retired from BNSF.
	 Throughout his illustrious career, Kalb was instrumental in spearheading numerous 
strategic, rail-centric multimodal transportation development projects. Noteworthy 
projects under his leadership include the Alliance Consolidated Transportation Center at 
Alliance, Texas, and BNSF’s Logistics Park-Chicago multimodal complex at the former 
Joliet Arsenal. He also played a pivotal role in developing Logistics Park-Kansas City and 
served as the project lead for several major customer initiatives, notably the largest bulk 
export facility and the crude-by-rail terminals in North America.
	 Kalb’s early work on intermodal strategies had a significant influence on the industry. 
His contributions laid the foundation for what is now recognized as the nation’s intermodal 
hub co-location real estate development strategy. He also took part in a landmark legal 
case concerning rail-to-truck transloading, which was ultimately resolved in favor of the 
industry by the U.S. Supreme Court.
	 Kalb has been a prominent leader in various industry organizations. He served as 
chairman of the NAIOP Research Foundation and president of the American Railway 
Development Association. He was associate chair of the former International Development 
Research Council (IDRC), now known as CoreNet Global, where he received the Master 
Professional designation, awarded to only 5 percent of its members. Kalb’s academic 
contributions were recognized during his time at the Economic Development Institute 
(EDI) in Oklahoma, where his thesis was honored with the Outstanding Thesis Award by 
the Midwest Economic Development Council.
	 Kalb serves as an advisor for two international expert networks focused on rail logistics 
and development issues. He is the principal of Skip Kalb Strategies, LLC, where he continues 
to consult on rail-oriented developments and logistics projects. Throughout his career, Kalb 
has demonstrated an unwavering commitment to innovation and leadership in the rail 
industry, leaving a legacy that has shaped the future of rail logistics and development.
	 Kalb has been a member of the Baker University Board of Trustees since July 2008, 
serving as chairman from July 2019 to June 2022. His expertise and skills have significantly 
contributed to the governance provided by the Board. Through his leadership, the Baker 
Wetlands Task Force was established to promote and ensure that the Wetlands continue to 
provide a high-quality research and learning environment for Baker faculty and students. 
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The University
In the mid-1850s, a group of Methodist ministers sought refuge from the 
brutality of a territory torn by economic and social disagreement. It was 
decided that such a retreat could only be found in the presence of education. 
A sanctuary of culture and civility was planned, but it was not until the 
Palmyra Association made a considerable donation of land that Baldwin City 
was selected as the location for Kansas’ first university. Named for Osmon C. 
Baker, the first American bishop of the Methodist Episcopal Church, Baker 
University was granted a charter by the territorial legislature on February 12, 
1858. 
	 Throughout its history, the university has produced educated contributors 
to all fields. Baker boasts four Rhodes Scholars, a Pulitzer Prize winner, and 
countless others who have made a lasting impact as explorers, clergymen, 
politicians, writers, and academics. 
	 In the 167 years since its inception, Baker has evolved from a small 
university and preparatory school to a comprehensive university with four 
schools and degrees ranging from associate to doctorate. From the first 
graduating class of three in 1866, Baker now serves students across campuses 
in Kansas and online around the world. The College of Arts and Sciences 
offers undergraduate degrees in more than 40 areas of study on the Baldwin 
City campus. The School of Professional and Graduate Studies serves working 
adults with numerous online programs. At the School of Nursing, Baker 
partners with Stormont Vail Health in Topeka to offer bachelor’s and master’s 
degrees in nursing. The School of Education offers bachelor’s, master’s, and 
doctoral degrees in Baldwin City and online.

Designation of Scholastic 
Honors
These designations are applicable to baccalaureate degrees:
	 Summa Cum Laude – With Highest Honors
	 Magna Cum Laude – With High Honors
	 Cum Laude – With Honors

The Academic Regalia
The pageantry and dress of the academic procession have been inherited from 
the medieval universities of the eleventh and twelfth centuries where academic 
life began, first in the Church, then in the guilds. Principal features of academic 
dress are the gown, the cap, and the hood. 
	 The bachelor’s gown has pointed sleeves. Sleeves of the master’s gown are 
long and closed, with a slit at the wrist. Doctoral gowns have full bell sleeves 
with three velvet chevrons across them and are faced with velvet. University 
presidents usually wear academic regalia that represent the school. 
	 The colors of the hood generally represent the school and discipline. 
Traditional colors associated with disciplines are Maize, Agriculture; White, Arts, 
Letters, and Humanities; Drab, Accounting and Business; Copper, Economics; 
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Light Blue, Education; Orange, Engineering; Brown, Fine Arts; Russet, Forestry; 
Crimson, Journalism; Purple, Law; Lemon, Library Science; Green, Medicine; 
Pink, Music; Apricot, Nursing; Silver Gray, Speech; Dark Blue, Philosophy; 
Sage Green, Physical Education; Golden Yellow, Science; Citron, Social Work; 
Scarlet, Theology.

The University Symbols
In 167 years, Baker has developed many rich traditions. Along with these 
traditions came a series of symbols holding special meaning to the university 
and its rituals. 
	 The Presidential Medallion was first worn on April 22, 1967, by Baker 
President James E. Doty for his inauguration. A gift from Doty’s alma mater, 
Mount Union College in Ohio, the sterling silver and gold medallion is worn 
by university presidents during ceremonial events, such as commencement and 
convocation, to signify the official authority and responsibility of the president. 
	 The Baker University seal was added as a university symbol when the 
university celebrated its golden anniversary. Its Latin motto translates “Let him 
first be a man,” adding to the display of three Greek words: mind, body, and 
soul. At the center is the lamp of learning on the open book of knowledge. 
	 The Baker University mace symbolizes the power and authority of learning. 
Commissioned for the 1974 inauguration of Baker’s 24th president, Jerald C. 
Walker, Walt Bailey, emeritus faculty member whose career at Baker spanned 42 
years as a professor of art, created the mace from remnants of Baker’s Centenary 
Hall and historic Parmenter Hall. Bearing the name of Baker’s 30 presidents, the 
mace is carried in the procession of official university ceremonies by the Grand 
Marshal. The traditional symbol was derived from a battle instrument of the 
knights in the Middle Ages.

Flags 
The flags represent countries of origin of our graduating students and faculty. 
This year we have flags representing Antigua and Barbuda, Bahrain, Canada, 
China, Colombia, England, Germany, Hungary, Jamaica, Netherlands, Nigeria, 
Peru, Romania, Scotland, and Spain.

Neuenswander Outstanding 
Dissertation Award 
The Dr. Bill Neuenswander Outstanding Dissertation Award was established 
in 2011 to recognize exceptional work by doctoral candidates and to encourage 
the highest levels of scholarship, research, and writing. Dr. Neuenswander, 
served Baker for 17 years in varied roles, including professor of undergraduate 
and graduate courses, director of teacher education, and dean of the School 
of Education. He held a key role in developing Baker’s first doctoral program, 
Doctor of Education in Educational Leadership, in 2006, and was inducted into 
the Kansas Teacher Hall of Fame in 2004.
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The Alma Mater
To The Orange   
by Warren Shepard
arr. by Roger Kugler

The Program
This program lists degree recipients together with candidates who plan to 
complete requirements in the near future. It is not an official list of graduates.

Exit Procedures: In the event of an emergency, please remain calm and move to the 
exits in an orderly fashion. There are three exits from the building, including the 
main entrance behind you, the exit behind the stage, and the exit in the hallway on 
the right side of the auditorium. Please move quietly and quickly to the nearest exit.

Thank you. 
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 theCeremonies
Order of

President Hoot Gibson
Presiding

*Processional . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                  Kansas City St. Andrew Pipes and Drums

*Invocation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                            The Reverend Kevin Hopkins 
                                                                                           University Minister

Welcome and Introductions. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                         Mr. Hoot Gibson 
	 30th President 
	 Baker University

Commencement Address. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                          F.E. “Skip” Kalb, Jr. 
	 Class of 1973 
	 Board of Trustees

Authorization to Confer Degrees and 
Bestow University Honors and Recognition. . . . . . . . . . . . . .             Mr. Dustin Baker
	 Board of Trustees 

Presentation of the Dr. Bill Neuenswander 
Outstanding Dissertation Award  
to Dr. Autumn Ivy Nelson. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                         Dr. Matthew R. Bice
	 Vice President of Academic Affairs and Provost

Presentation of Candidates. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                  Dr. Bice

Conferral of Degrees . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                               President Gibson
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Presentation of Degrees . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                    Dr. Bice 

School of Education Graduate Candidates . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                Dr. Bice

School of Nursing Graduate Candidates. . . . . . . . . . . .           Dr. Libby Rosen
	 Dean of the School of Nursing 

School of Professional  
and Graduate Studies Candidates . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                       Dr. Bice 
                                                                     

Assisted by. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                Ms. Ramie Nation
	 University Registrar

President’s Charge . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                 President Gibson

*The Alma Mater. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                              Led by Kaitlyn Lingle 
                                                                                    Junior, Music Education  

To The Orange by Warren Shepard                     
arr. by Roger Kugler 
Lyrics are available on page 4.

*Benediction . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                The Reverend Hopkins

**Recessional. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                  Kansas City St. Andrew Pipes and Drums

*All who are able will stand.

 **Audience members please remain standing until the recessional is completed.

The University Marshals are Dr. Sara Crump – Head Marshal, Dr. Elizabeth 
Wilkerson, Dr. Vicky McGrath, and Dr. Joe Barnhill.

The Ed.D. advisors assisting with the hooding of the doctoral candidates  
today are Dr. Regena Aye, Dr. Phyllis Chase, Dr. Anna Dunn, Dr. Verneda 

Edwards, Dr. Harold Frye, Dr. Tes Mehring, Dr. James Robins, Dr. Susan Rogers, 
and Dr. Sally Winship.

We would like to extend our gratitude to local Boy Scout Troop 65 for their 
outstanding service as the color guard.




7

Doctor of 
Education in 
Educational 
Leadership
Laquinna Lee Allen

Elyse Maria Caspermeyer

Andrew Joseph Caspermeyer

Naomi Dille

Megan Renee Hankins

Tenley Lane Hannah

Kaleb K. Johnson

Emily Rose LeRette

Marchelle Renee Moore

Brittney Mikayla Powers

Jacqueline Renee Rodriguez

Melissa Marie Snell

Joshua Neil Snyder

Alexandria Lauren Tesson

Gwendolyn Lovelace Watson

Doctor of 
Education in 
Instructional 
Design and 
Performance 
Technology 
Matthew P. Connell

Jenniffer Guerrero

Maurica Guilliland

Rodney James Gutsch

Shawn A. Harrel

Julie Amanda McCormic

Catherine A. McKenzie-Baeten

Jennifer Anne Reed

Jeffrey T. Seba

Olivia Smith

Pauline J. Sung

Ziang Wang

Sarah Winans

Candidates for Degrees

School of Education
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Doctor of 
Education in 
Leadership 
in Higher 
Education
Taneka L. Brown

Bryan Fulton

Jing He

Loni Marie Marietta Leutner

Master of 
Arts in 
Education
Jesus C. Amaro-Vaamonde

Darrell J. Andrew

Jacqueline  Bishop

Mark D. Boswell

Kirstin Leigh Brokar

Claire Elaine Calvert

Amy Jo Cruce

Chelsea Marie Darling

Jacqueline  Dearth

Brenda Kay Domme

Allan Joseph Ewalt

Amy Leigh Goepfert

Candace Renee Harris

Benjamin  Katzenmeier

Margaret Louise Matteson

Elizabeth Ann Meredith

Diana Yvonne Parra

Mary Elizabeth Rains

Nick Ruiz

Erica Simmons

Mindy Stutler

Kaelyn Nicole Thierolf

Sara E. Walkup

Alyssa Blair Waller

Ashlyn Whaley

Master of 
Science in 
Student 
Affairs for 
Leadership 
in Higher 
Education
Madison Marie Jones

Eli Vang

Master of 
Science 
in School 
Leadership
Desteny Noel Alexia Alcala

Stephanie J. Attwood

Elizabeth Lyn Boyle

Thomas J. Brumbelow
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Connor  Burden

Rachel Renee Chamberlain

Christine L. Cole

Rebecca L. Davison

Zak Dillon Duncan

Dianne M. Dunn

Jeremy Ryan Farr

Tanya  Franco-Meza

Heidi Jo Leigh Hayen

Sarah Johnson

Jessica Keys

Lauren King

Katherine Lacy

Kimberly L. Logsdon

Adam Lundine

Stephanie Lynn Matz

Melissa D. Peterson

Caroline Elizabeth Shinkle

Patricia L. Stanfield

Robin Tisdale

Estrella Bianca Watkins
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School of Nursing
Candidates for Degrees

Master of 
Science in 
Nursing 
Abigail Bair

Trisha Marie Carreno

Sandra Denise Hohner

Thaina Dos Santos Jensen

Allison Marie Reid

Kathleen K. Tingley

	




11

Candidates for Degrees

School of Professional 
and Graduate Studies

Master of 
Arts in 
Organizational 
Leadership
Amy Elizabeth Bollard

Brenton Joseph Croll

Amanda Fenn

Katelyn Nichole Galbreath

Leah Y. Harvey

Corey Edward Moyer

Master of 
Business 
Administration
Andrea Kay Adams

Doug Taylor Akers

J. Dawn Anderson

Brandon Bennett

James Theodore Casey

Lauren Elizabeth Christ

Christopher Coleman

Anna Blaire Crain

Caleb Lynn Crouch

Cailey Ann DeLong

William Dale Everhart

Cole Fisher

Jamie von Frankenstein

William N. Gunter

Brian Clayton Hawkins

Bailey G. Haynes

Cooper Dean Heidebrecht

Emmery Joseph

Priscilla Renee Lockard

Rebecca Jane Lopez

Leslie Lowe

Braeden Colby Manley

Emily McDaniel

Frances L. Morales

Joshua S. Padilla

Jeffrey Payne

Samantha  Pourmirza

Gail V. Powell

Blaine Todd Ray
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Kevin P. Reardon

Jennifer Noel Riley

Jessica Linsey Risch

Cesar Andres Ayala Rivera

Kanyon Sanders

Bryce M. Steffens

Joseph Gordon Stricklin

Samuel W. Sutton

Adrian Vincent Tamayo

Tanner Earl Twillman

Leigh Ann Watson

Danielle Lashay Woodruff

Stephanie Christine Yates

Master of 
Science 
in Sport 
Management
Holly Custis

Sydney Dray

Kaleb Fox

Jared Clayton Parenti

Tabrese Henry Venson

Bachelor 
of Business 
Administration
Candace N. S. Adkins

Cum Laude

Kirk Artley

Kelsey Jo Baes
Cum Laude

Andrew John Barber

Daniel Brazzell

William L. Carroll
Cum Laude

Brett D. Cooper
Summa Cum Laude

Juliann Courtney
Cum Laude

Loyana Dale

Jessica Nicole Davis
Summa Cum Laude

Nancy L. Davis
Cum Laude

Tammy Lynn Fisher

Matthew Ryan Foresee
Summa Cum Laude

Myndi D. Gordon

Micah Haen
Summa Cum Laude

Shaune Lee Hannen
Magna Cum Laude

Colby Hill

DeLynn M. Hodson
Summa Cum Laude
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	LaRon Yvette Johnson

Tabitha E. Krull

Luke Lansford
Cum Laude

Cory Daniel Leon

Jennifer Littlejohn
Magna Cum Laude

Cheryl Jeanette Mason

Tim McFarland

Gabriella T. McIntosh

Esmeralda  Morales-Loya

Morgan Rose-Marie Mungia

Brett Tyler Parke

Alicia A. Paul
Summa Cum Laude

Clinton R. Russell
Summa Cum Laude

Michael K. Spears
Summa Cum Laude

Kevin Lee Williams

Bachelor of 
Science
Abeer Ali Al Nasser

Magna Cum Laude

Caroline Elizabeth Beard
Magna Cum Laude

Jennifer A. Brewer

Michelle Dawn Collins

Nicole Rose Kent
Cum Laude

Destiny Renee Larios
Summa Cum Laude

Brian A. Long
Summa Cum Laude

Jessica Miller

Taylor Dyan Sharp

Brittany Thomas

Bachelor of 
Science in 
Management
Jon David Elder Jr.

Angel Reno

Associate 
of Arts in 
Business
Ty Harris

Dallas K. Lipp
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