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Determined student accepted to Oxford

Loaded with class assignments, Student Senate meetings and personal goals, a campus planner helped

Kim Kilmartin keep track of her busy schedule as a student on the Baldwin City campus.

Kilmartin recently penned another line in her planner: headed to the University of Oxford. A month
before her May graduation, the student from Topeka received an acceptance letter from the prestigious

university, stirring emotions for her family.

“| started hyperventilating and crying,” said Kilmartin, who celebrated the news by notifying her parents,
Tom and Kathy. “My mother had to leave the room to compose herself. | figured it was a longshot to get

into Oxford. | applied because | thought it would be an honor if | got accepted.”

At Oxford, she plans to pursue a master's degree in medieval British military history and a doctoral degree

in philosophy. She has aspirations of being a history professor.

“It grabs my attention,” said Kilmartin, who gained an appreciation for history while in high school at
Shawnee Heights. “There’s something fascinating about it. | think there's a puzzle there, and we don't know
what happened especially in the medieval period since no journals were kept. You have to figure out all the

minute details of living and what the culture is.”

Studying abroad as an undergraduate was common for Kilmartin. She traveled to China on an abbreviated
study abroad initiative in the summer following her sophomore year and was in Edinburgh in spring 2007.

The travel enhanced her Baker experience.

“It makes you learn more about yourself and you believe you are capable of doing more than you think
you can,” Kilmartin said. “It makes you more confident. You meet more people from different cultures.

Some of my best friends are ltalian, and we still keep in contact.”

“KIM IS ONE OF THE BEST STUDENTS I HAVE WORKED WITH
IN TERMS OF BALANCING HER INTELLECTUAL AND SOCIAL
INTERESTS AND ACADEMIC, SOCIAL, ATHLETIC AND
PERSONAL RESPONSIBILITIES. SHE IS EXCEPTIONALLY
SELF-DISCIPLINED IN ALL THAT SHE DOES.”

KAREN EXON, PROFESSOR OF HEALTH SPORT AND HUMAN PERFORMANCE

Kilmartin's accomplishments at Baker were noted when she was nominated for the prestigious Jack Kent
Cooke Foundation graduate scholarship, available to senior undergraduates who demonstrate intellectual

and academic excellence and provide evidence of social responsibility and peer leadership.

Kilmartin capitalized on several leadership opportunities at Baker while taking 18 hours a semester. She was
Student Senate president her senior year, served in various leadership roles at Alpha Chi Omega, played

soccer and was a member of the French Club.

“You get out of Baker what you put into it,” she said. “l initially became involved in my sorority house
and it gave me an opportunity to get involved in other things. Sometimes there’s a feeling if | dont do

something, nobody will.”

Karen Exon, a member of Baker's faculty since 1990 and former director of the honors program, said

Kilmartin was among the most dedicated students she has encountered at Baker in nearly two decades.

“Kim is one of the best students | have worked with in terms of balancing her intellectual and social
interests and academic, social, athletic and personal responsibilities,” Exon said. “She is exceptionally

self-disciplined in all that she does.”

Katie Weyhrauch Yunghans, _CAS ’03, SON '05, and
Mike Yunghans, CAS '02.

- .
Kim Kilmartin shares scrapbook memories with friends.

Kilmartin celebrates during spring commencement.

Husband, wife prepare for Peace Corps

Since watching them excel as music students, John Buehler has admired the dedication of Katie Weyhrauch Yunghans
and Mike Yunghans. So it came as no surprise to the music department chair when the Baker alumni decided to join

the Peace Corps for a sense of adventure and a desire to help others build better lives for themselves.

‘As students, they were very accountable, responsible and capable,” said Buehler, who worked closely with Katie and

Mike as a professor. “They are both wonderful learners and are very indicative of the students we have.”

Katie, CAS '03 and SON '05, and Mike, CAS '02, met on the Baldwin City campus through their involvement in music
and married in 2006. Mike, of Kansas City, Kan., earned a degree in music education and is an independent guitar
teacher. Katie, of Topeka, earned a degree in voice performance before pursuing a nursing degree from Baker. She is a

registered nurse at Stormont-Vail HealthCare in Topeka.
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Dr. Marvin Hunt, Dean of the School of Professional

and Graduate Studies, and Dr. Peggy Harris, Dean of
the School of Education, discuss the strengths and future
of their schools as enrollment continues to increase.

Q&A with Dr. Marvin Hunt

What are your short-term and long-term goals for the
School of Professional and Graduate Studies programs?
Personally, | want to know all staff and electronic systems

as soon as | can. Our broader goals include opening a new
SPGS location in the Northland, resolving space issues, in-
creasing security, launching new degree programs and work-

ing with University Advancement on development issues.

How are the enrollment figures and interest
in the SPGS programs?

Our degree programs perfectly align with working adults
in Kansas City, Wichita, Topeka, Lee’'s Summit, and soon, the Northland. Because of the match
between student needs and our offerings, in both form and content, our enrollment figures
have remained strong. We have had yearly enrollments of more than 2,000 students at SPGS
since 2006.

What sets your programs apart from other universities in the region?

We extensively support returning students. Our face-to-face classes take place evenings, and at the
first class, students’ books are waiting on their desks. We offer several undergraduate and graduate
degrees. We are in five convenient locations, and we are accredited through the Higher Learning
Commission. Most classes use cohort groups that require students to learn from peers, develop

interactive skills and create lifelong friendships. That's a powerful package.

What impact do your programs make in the community?

Education fulfills lives through personal enrichment, community building and other ways. We
graduate more than 200 undergraduate and 300 graduate students yearly. College graduates
earn twice as much as nongraduates. The Census Bureau estimates this difference at $1 million per
lifetime. This represents one half billion dollars in our economy for one year of SPGS graduates.

Kansas greatly benefits because graduates work in a wide range of Kansas companies.

Q&A with Dr. Peggy Harris

What sets your program apart from similar programs

at other universities?

The SOE has always placed a premium on hiring faculty
with proven competence in prekindergarten-12 schools.
Our faculty members have served as teachers,

counselors, principals, district administrators and school
superintendents. SOE programs at both the undergraduate
and graduate levels are noted for their relevance to current

issues and for developing educational leaders who are

prepared to serve student needs in today’s classrooms and
schools. The cohort model, used in many of our graduate
programs, has enhanced collaboration and communication between practicing educators. We

feel it is a special strength of the Ed.D. program.

How has the Doctorate in Education in Educational Leadership

enhanced the School of Education?

With the addition of the Ed.D. in Educational Leadership, the School of Education is able to provide
a comprehensive program of study. Our programs train classroom teachers and educational leaders

at all levels.

Baker graduated its first cohort of doctoral students on May 18.

What was the experience like for the students and faculty?

| think it is fair to say everyone found the experience motivating and challenging. | am proud
that both faculty and students have risen to the challenges inherent in starting a new program.
| believe students have enjoyed the challenges that come from the academic and research
expectations, collaboration with cohort members and program activities relevant to actual

on-the-job responsibilities.

What are your short-term and long-term goals for SOE?

Our short-term goals include preparing for our upcoming Kansas State Department of Education
and National Council for Accreditation of Teacher Education program review and accreditation
visits. We will also be finalizing the Concurrent Credit Partnerships with high schools in Johnson
County and begin operation of this program within a year. In the long term, we will continue to
insist on relevant and quality programs, investigate the expansion of current programs to new
delivery sites, investigate new methods of delivering coursework and programs — online and
satellite programs — and continue the development of relevant continuing education programs

focused on addressing the professional development needs of teachers and school districts.

For more on the School of Professional and Graduate Studies and School of Education,

go to: www.bakerU.edu
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REUNITING WITH FRIENDS ...

A record-high 346 loyal alumni, including 32 members of the Golden Alumni Class of 1958, attended
reunion festivities in Overland Park and Baldwin City during Alumni Weekend May 16-18. These are the

classes who celebrated milestone anniversaries.
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Recent graduates assigned to northwest Africa

CONTINUED FROM COVER >

For their Peace Corps assignment, the couple traveled to
Mauritania in the Sahara Desert in northwest Africa. They
left in mid-June for three months of training in Rosso along
the Senegal River, the southern border of Mauritania,
officially named Islamic Republic of Mauritania. Of the 70
Peace Corps volunteers assigned to that location, Mike and

Katie are one of three married couples.

“I think it's important to have an international perspective,”
Katie said. “l have lived in Kansas my entire life. | wanted to
have an opportunity to live outside of Kansas and America
for a while to see how other cultures and nations perceive
Americans and to change that perspective if they have

some incorrect stereotypes.”

In Mauritania, Katie will be a community health agent,
related to maternal health, nutrition and child development.

She has expertise as a labor and delivery nurse.

“l hope to be able to share some of the knowledge | already

have and learn additional things as well,” she said.

Looking forward to the relationships he will form in the
Peace Corps, Mike will focus on teaching English as a for-
eign language. He and Katie have backgrounds in French,

one of the official languages of Mauritania.

“You can’t go with the attitude that you are going to change
the world,” Mike said. “It’s the friendships you make and the

attitudes of others and yourself you might change.”

Katie believes a project during her last semester as a Baker
nursing student served as a model for her future respon-
sibilities for the Peace Corps. For the project, students
surveyed a community to find out its needs and what could
be changed, incorporated the changes and evaluated the

plan to see if it could be sustained.

“As Americans, we are so much a consumer society,” she
said. “l am looking forward to being able to see if it is pos-
sible to live with less and to be able to adjust to a com-
pletely different environment and hopefully bring those
values back.”

ALUMNICALENDAR

As a nurse at the Birthplace at Stormont-Vail, Katie was
known as gentle, informative and professional in her interac-

tions with staff and patients.

“She will be an excellent ambassador from the United States
in her work with the Peace Corps,” said Libby Rosen, a
School of Nursing instructor. “Katie is an up-and-coming
leader in the nursing profession. We look forward to hearing

about her experience” Y&

Friends of Mike and Katie can follow their Peace Corps
experience on their blog at http://ktyrock.blogspot.com.

Alumni Weekend Winners

Baker University honored three individuals and a family
during Alumni Weekend on May 17 in Baldwin City.
Individual winners were Jesse Milan, Honorary Alumni;
John Thompson, 1995, Alumni Citation; and Jerry Weakley,
1970 and MBA 1992, Grace Irwin Award. The Family of the
Year was presented to the Rose/Sievers/Seager families.

See complete list at www.bakerU.edu

JULY
27,29-30  SAVE THE DATE

Alumni Events in Colorado

More information coming to area alumni
27, Sun. Back to School Picnic in Arvada, CO

4 p.m. Inviting area new students,
potential students, and returning students

29, Tues. Baker After Hours in Colorado Springs, CO
5:30 Social

to 7:30 p.m.

30, Wed. Baker After Hours in Englewood, CO
6to8p.m.  Social & Bowling

AUGUST

28, Thurs. Athletic Luncheon
Noon Speaker Mike Grossner
810 Zone, Plaza, KC, MO

SEPTEMBER

6, Sat. Football-Baker vs. University of

4:30 p.m. Tennesee-Martin

19, Fri. Men’s Soccer-Baker vs. Azusa Pacific
7 p.m. Laguna Beach High School, CA

20, Sat. Women'’s Soccer-Baker vs.

2p.m. Point Loma Nazarene

Laguna Beach High School, CA

25, Thurs. Athletic Luncheon
Noon 810 Zone, Plaza, KC, MO

OCTOBER

3, Fri. Homecoming Hall of Fame Banquet
6 p.m. Social

7 p.m. Dinner

Ritz Charles, Overland Park

4, Sat. Homecoming Tailgate

Noon Tent outside Liston Stadium

4, Sat. Homecoming Football Game
2p.m. Baker vs. Graceland University

Liston Stadium

For reservations or for more information, contact the
Alumni Relations Office at 1-888-781-2586 or by e-mail
at alumni@bakerU.edu

For a complete schedule of alumni events go, to www.bakerU.edu

@ 30% post-consumer fiber



