
Using Vital Source and eBooks 

Access your eBook in your course in Moodle by clicking on eBook. Please note that some students have 
had difficulty using Internet Explorer as their browser. Chrome or Firefox seem to be working well with 
this program.  

 

Click on the book. This will open Vital Source webpage on your computer.  

 

 

 

 



 

The book will be available on this page to read; however, it will be best viewed through the Vital Source 
app. At the bottom of the page in the left hand corner is the option to download Vital Source to your 
computer, Kindle, phone, or tablet. Follow the steps in this process. This will allow you to read the book 
when offline. It is highly suggested that you do this. This app will be your library for your Vital Source 
books. 

 

Once you have clicked on the “read offline with the Bookshelf Desktop App”, you should see this screen 
below. It may take a few seconds for the application to open, if it does not, click on the “Download the 
app” link. 

 

 

 



You should see this page next and you can choose which device you are downloading the app to. This 
screen shot show for Windows and Mac, but if you scroll down on that page there are options for 
tablets, Kindle, and phones. This document shows how to download to a computer with Windows, but 
the general idea should be the same on any other device, and you should be able to walk through 
download step by step.  

 

When you click on the device you want to download to, you should see a screen like this or similar to 
these next few for you to click through. 

 

When you see this screen, click next.  

 

 



Most likely you will download to the default destination folder listed, so you will click next. 

 

Then click Install. 

 

You should see this screen come up. 

 



Followed by this screen. Click Finish 

 

This page for the Vital Source bookshelf will open, and you should be directed to download the recent 
books you have accessed to your library. This may take a little time, but once downloaded, it will be 
added to your library. You can click on “All Titles” to see all of your books in your library.  

 

 



This is what your library will look like as you acquire more books. 

 

You just need to click on the book you want to read by double clicking on it. 

 

 

Moving forward, you should be able to open the VitalSource Bookshelf App through your start menu, as 
you would any other program or app on your device. This program/app allows you to access your book 
without the need to connect to WiFi, and you can read your book offline. This app also has the great 
tools that make eBooks so convenient.  

 



Print on Demand 

The Print on Demand option is listed under the Account heading. 

 

Once you click on that option, the following page will appear. Click to purchase the printed copy and 
follow the directions.  

 

Fill out the order form and submit. Please note it can take 5 to 15 days for the book to be printed and 
shipped to you.  

 


