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The Address
The Rev. Warren Thomas Swenson is an Episcopal priest 
of the Diocese of West Missouri and a Ph.D. candidate in 
the Department of Theology and Religious Studies at the 
University of Chester. Earlier this year, he was appointed to a 
tenure-track position on the faculty of the School of Theology 
of the University of the South in Sewanee, Tennessee, where 
he will begin teaching homiletics in the fall. A scholar of 
contextual theology and preaching, his work will appear in the 
forthcoming edition of The Oxford Handbook of Christian 
Homiletics.

	 No stranger to Sewanee, Warren is currently Associate Director of the School of 
Theology’s SUMMA Theological Debate Program. He previously served as Visiting 
Instructor of Rhetoric in the College of Arts and Sciences as well as Principal Lecturer 
for the Catechumenate, the university chaplaincy’s primary faith formation offering. 
Warren’s ministry experience has been shaped primarily by small church and rural 
contexts, most notably through nearly six years of service with Southeast Tennessee 
Episcopal Ministry, a network of yoked congregations on and around the Cumberland 
Plateau.

	 Originally from Overland Park, Kansas, Warren holds Master of Divinity (2018) 
and Master of Sacred Theology (2020) degrees from the University of the South, as 
well as a Bachelor of Arts with majors in Communication Studies and Spanish from 
Baker University (2013). While at Baker, Warren served as President of the Student 
Senate, was active in the Speech Choir, and studied for a semester at the University of 
Seville. He is a proud member of Zeta Chi fraternity. After graduation, he worked for 
two years as a project coordinator and special assistant in the President’s Office. 

	 Most recently, Warren worked as a consultant on the Netflix original series Big 
Mistakes, created by Dan Levy and Rachel Sennott. He and his husband Walker live 
in Sewanee, in a 116-year-old farm cottage, which they recently restored.
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The University
In the mid-1850s, a group of Methodist ministers sought refuge from the brutality 
of a territory torn by economic and social disagreement. It was decided that such 
a retreat could only be found in the presence of education. A sanctuary of culture 
and civility was planned, but it was not until the Palmyra Association made a 
considerable donation of land that Baldwin City was selected as the location for 
Kansas’ first university. Named for Osmon C. Baker, the first American bishop of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church, Baker University was granted a charter by the 
territorial legislature on February 12, 1858.

	 Throughout its history, the university has produced educated contributors to 
all fields. Baker boasts four Rhodes Scholars, a Pulitzer Prize winner, and countless 
others who have made a lasting impact as explorers, clergymen, politicians, writers, 
and academics.

	 In the 168 years since its inception, Baker has evolved from a small university 
and preparatory school to a comprehensive university with four schools and 
degrees ranging from associate to doctorate. From the first graduating class of three 
in 1866, Baker now serves students across campuses in Kansas and online around 
the world. The College of Arts and Sciences offers undergraduate degrees in more 
than 40 areas of study on the Baldwin City campus. The School of Professional 
and Graduate Studies serves working adults with numerous online programs. At 
the School of Nursing, Baker partners with Stormont Vail Health in Topeka to 
offer bachelor’s and master’s degrees in nursing. The School of Education offers 
bachelor’s, master’s, and doctoral degrees in Baldwin City and online.

Class Organizations
Baker University’s Class of 1891 began the tradition of naming itself and 
bequeathing its title to the incoming freshman class. Thus, each organization’s 
name and traditions are passed on through generations. During any given year, 
four organizations are represented among the freshman, sophomore, junior, and 
senior classes: Columbian Commonwealth, Senatus Romanus, King Arthur’s 
Court, and House of Hanover. The Class of 2026 is part of King Arthur’s Court. 
When the Class of 2030 enters Baker in the fall, it will assume the traditions of 
King Arthur’s Court.

Designation of  
Scholastic Honors
These designations are applicable to baccalaureate degrees:

	 Summa Cum Laude – With Highest Honors

	 Magna Cum Laude – With High Honors

	 Cum Laude – With Honors
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The Academic Regalia
The pageantry and dress of the academic procession have been inherited from the 
medieval universities of the eleventh and twelfth centuries where academic life 
began, first in the Church, then in the guilds. Principal features of academic dress 
are the gown, the cap, and the hood.

	 The bachelor’s gown has pointed sleeves. Sleeves of the master’s degree gown 
are long and closed with a slit at the wrist. Doctoral gowns have full bell sleeves 
with three velvet chevrons across them and are faced with velvet. University 
presidents usually wear academic regalia that represents the school.

	 The colors of the hood generally represent the school and discipline. 
Traditional colors associated with disciplines are Maize, Agriculture; White, Arts, 
Letters, and Humanities; Drab, Accounting and Business; Copper, Economics; 
Light Blue, Education; Orange, Engineering; Brown, Fine Arts; Russet, Forestry; 
Crimson, Journalism; Purple, Law; Lemon, Library Science; Green, Medicine; 
Pink, Music; Apricot, Nursing; Silver Gray, Speech; Dark Blue, Philosophy; Sage 
Green, Physical Education; Golden Yellow, Science; Citron, Social Work; Scarlet, 
Theology.

The University Symbols
In 168 years, Baker has developed many rich traditions. Along with these traditions 
came a series of symbols holding special meaning to the university and its rituals.

	 The Presidential Medallion was first worn on April 22, 1967, by Baker 
President James E. Doty for his inauguration. A gift from Doty’s alma mater, 
Mount Union College in Ohio, the sterling silver and gold medallion is worn 
by university presidents during ceremonial events, such as commencement and 
convocation, to signify the official authority and responsibility of the president.

	 The Baker University mace symbolizes the power and authority of learning. 
Commissioned for the 1974 inauguration of Baker’s 24th president, Jerald C. 
Walker, Walt Bailey, emeritus faculty member whose career at Baker spanned 42 
years as a professor of art, created the mace from remnants of Baker’s Centenary 
Hall and historic Parmenter Hall. Bearing the name of Baker’s 31 presidents, the 
mace is carried in the procession of official university ceremonies by the Grand 
Marshal. The traditional symbol was derived from a battle instrument of the 
knights in the Middle Ages.

Flags 
The flags represent the countries of origin of our graduating students and faculty. 
This year we have flags representing Antigua and Barbuda, Cameroon, Colombia, 
Germany, Hungary, Mexico, South Korea, and the United Kingdom.
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Kopke Award
The Jennie Howell Kopke and Verda R. Kopke Award for Distinguished Teaching 
recognizes annually a Baker faculty member who has a record of excellence in 
teaching and in transforming students into scholars, who brings honor to the 
university, and who exhibits good moral character.

Jabara Leadership Award
The Jabara Leadership Award recognizes one graduating male and one graduating 
female student who demonstrate leadership, academic excellence, departmental 
involvement, and career potential while completing their degree at Baker.

The Alma Mater
To The Orange   
by Warren Shepard 
arr. by Roger Kugler

The Program
This program lists degree recipients together with candidates who plan to complete 
requirements in the near future. It is not an official list of graduates.  

Exit procedure: In the event of an emergency, please remain calm and move to the 
exits in an orderly fashion. There are three exits from the building, including the main 
entrance on the west side of the gymnasium, the exit behind the stage, and the exit in 
the hallway on the south side of the gymnasium. Please move quietly and quickly to 
the nearest exit.

Thank you. 
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*Processional . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                   Kansas City St. Andrew Pipes and Drums
Color Guard provided by the Baldwin City Boy Scouts, Troop #65

*National Anthem. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                        Ms. Ramie Nation
	 University Registrar and Advisor
	 to the President for Accreditation

*Invocation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                The Reverend 
	 Blake Stanwood, University Minister
	 Class of 2012

Welcome and Introductions. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                               Jody S. Fournier, PhD
	 31st President of Baker University

Senior Class President Address. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                     Julie Coffey
	 Class of 2026

Commencement Address. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                      The Reverend
	 Warren Thomas Swenson, Class of 2013

Authorization to Confer Degrees  
and Bestow University Honors  
and Recognition. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                         Mr. John Thomson
	 Chairman of the Board of Trustees
	 Class of 1995

Presentation of University Recognition

Jennie Howell Kopke and  
Verda R. Kopke Award for  
Distinguished Teaching. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                 Dr. Tina R. Hartley

	 Executive Dean of the 
	 College of Arts and Sciences 
	 and School of Education

2026 Outstanding Senior Awards. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                           Dr. Robyn Long
	 Professor of Psychology

Professor Fran Jabara  
Leadership Awards . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                        Dr. Judy Smrha

	 Professor and Chair of Business and Economics

Presentation of Candidates. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                        Dr. Hartley

Conferral of Degrees . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                      President Fournier
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Presentation of Diplomas. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                         Dr. Hartley

Assisted by . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                 Ms. Nation

Readers. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                            Dr. Joe Watson, Professor of Mass Media
	 Dr. Christian Gomez, Assistant Professor of Biology

President’s Charge . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                        President Fournier

*The Alma Mater. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                            Led by Baker Concert Choir Singers

*Benediction . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                       The Reverend Stanwood

**Recessional. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                           Kansas City St. Andrew Pipes and Drums

The University Marshals

Head Marshal: Dr. Sara Crump
Assistant Marshals: Dr. Robyn Long,  

Professor John Richards, Dr. Charlsie Prosser

*All who are able will stand.  
**Please remain standing until  
the recessional is completed.
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Candidates for Degrees

Bachelor  
of Arts
Jack Bailey*

Kira Baker
Summa Cum Laude

Eleanor Barnard
Magna Cum Laude

Majayla Simone Boyd

Kameron June Burnam
Magna Cum Laude

Darcy Olivia Cato
Magna Cum Laude

Beaux Coleman
Cum Laude

Luke Montgomery Cooper

Colin J. Crissler

Taryn Dial
Summa Cum Laude

Elijah Eslinger
Cum Laude

Brett Gamber

Kameron Glasper

Emily Hansen
Cum Laude

David Joseph Hernandez*

Madison M Humphrey

Jessica Marie Kelly*

Karissa Rene Lyons

Marleni Mejia-Molina*

Eli Harold Messick
Cum Laude

Alexandra Joann Poling

Margaret Grace Qualls

Olivia Joy Sisney
Magna Cum Laude

Sergio Didier Soriano-Zarate*

Gwendolyn M. Starrett
Summa Cum Laude

Dayna Steadman
Cum Laude

Camden Wiseman
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* candidates for teacher licensure

Bachelor 
of Music 
Education
Michael Dixon*

Jaykob Wayne Lemonds*
Summa Cum Laude

Victoria Valentine Love*
Summa Cum Laude

Bachelor  
of Science
Joe Abrahams

Cade Adams

Miranda Agustin-Sanchez

Emma Caroline Albert 
Summa Cum Laude

Evan Aldridge

Chauncey Andrews

Juan Manuel Avila Gonzalez
Cum Laude

Apolonia Barahona-Negrete

Amaya Regina Grace Barnes
Summa Cum Laude

Rilee A. Bell 
Cum Laude

Jake Berg

Nicholas Bergman
Cum Laude

Frankie Marie Beydler
Cum Laude

Cassandra Louise Blades

Megan Rebecca Boettcher

Joel Bollinger

Pascal Brose

Kaiden D. Brown*

Kristopher J. Brown

Rickey Brown

Meredith Ann Brown
Summa Cum Laude

Joshua D Broyles

Jalin Philicia AiQian Burghart

Gage D. Callaghan 
Cum Laude

Elijah Robert Callen
Magna Cum Laude

Kylee Jordan Carlson*
Summa Cum Laude

Johanna I. Carrasco Vargas
Summa Cum Laude

Aileen A. Castaneda Ruiz

Samuel D. Castro Orozco

Mason Alan Chance

Makayla Lorene Chapman
Magna Cum Laude

Sidney C. Claeys
Summa Cum Laude

Clyde Clark 

Zane Michael Clark 
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Julie Marie Coffey
Summa Cum Laude

Braeden Andrew Colwell
Cum Laude

Annabelle Davis
Cum Laude

James Dorsey

Nadia Marie Emperley

Tess Eubank

Ethan Brooks Everhart 

Dominik Földesi 

Brady C. Friend
Cum Laude

Trent Gietzen 

Daniela Takashima 

Jordan Grabast
Magna Cum Laude

Jude E. Graham*
Magna Cum Laude

Allison Grammer

Elly Green 
Cum Laude

John Green
Cum Laude

John Hunter Hall
Cum Laude

Ryanne Catherine Ham*
Magna Cum Laude

Corrie Mackenzie Hassett*
Cum Laude

Noah Hastert

Gage Miles Hayden

Rylie Rene Hayden
Magna Cum Laude

Kaitlynn N. Hodges

Reese C Holaday

Kolden M. Howerton

Petra Danielle Huddleston*
Summa Cum Laude

Taryn Hull

Christopher J.H Jackson

Stella Ann Koch Jameson

Ryan Owen Jensen*

Darius Johnson

Tabari D. Johnson

Truman Juelsgaard 

Joshua King
Magna Cum Laude

Kyler Kosanke
Cum Laude

Zac Kramer
Summa Cum Laude

Jana Kathryn Landreth*
Cum Laude

Parker Lane*
Cum Laude

J’Linn Langford 
Summa Cum Laude

Clarice Jane Langfoss*
Magna Cum Laude

Rylee Ranea Lansdown

LaMarcquez Lee

Andrew Lisec
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* candidates for teacher licensure

Jayda Denee’ Logan 
Magna Cum Laude

Nicholas Charles Long
Summa Cum Laude

Makenna Dawn Longacre

S. Morgan MacDonald
Summa Cum Laude

Landon MacEwan

Ahmed Mahgoub*

Gabriel Joseph Martin*

Jade Martin

Jacob Edwin McGlasson
Cum Laude

Spencer Thomas McGuire

Jack Andrew Meylan
Cum Laude

Cynthia Miranda*

Cooper R. Monson
Magna Cum Laude

Kaden A. Moore
Cum Laude

Jonah Muhammad

Mallory Nelson
Magna Cum Laude

Graci Green Nobo

Matalina Ochoa
Magna Cum Laude

Connor Andrew Olson
Summa Cum Laude

Aidan Douglas Palmer
Summa Cum Laude

Abigail Ann Paulsen
Summa Cum Laude

Rachel E. Pederson
Cum Laude

Avion J Phillips

Kaley Nicole Phillips

Saoul Rayus Prado

Dylan J. Price
Magna Cum Laude

Jacob Randall

Samantha Noelle Resch*
Magna Cum Laude

Alejandra Reyes Fuentes 

Cason Richardson
Magna Cum Laude

Bradley Robb

Iwan Roberts
Cum Laude

Jailah Simone Robinson

Kylie M. Robledo

Ken Rowland III
Cum Laude

Jonathan Ruiz 
Cum Laude

Keynan Allen Russell

Rachel Nicole Rutherford*
Magna Cum Laude

Mauricio Salas

Griffin T Schermerhorn

Eden M. Schimmel
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* candidates for teacher licensure

Zach Schneider

Garrison Phillip Schrag
Summa Cum Laude

Landon E. Scott
Magna Cum Laude

Rylee Hayden Seymour

Mariam Shariq

Delilah Eve Sherbin 

Garrett R. Shoemaker

Seth Simpson 

Nikolas Slatoff
Magna Cum Laude

Samantha L. Slife 
Summa Cum Laude

Kylee Breeann Slyter
Magna Cum Laude

Jalen Smith

Hallie M. Snyder
Summa Cum Laude

Trent Spiker

Kiara R. Stone 
Summa Cum Laude

Nevaeh Ann Stone
Summa Cum Laude

Haley Camille Thompson
Summa Cum Laude

Joshua Michael Tiffany

Keeghan R Troutman

Jackson Truman

Sean Urban*

Audrey Elizabeth Valdez

Avery Vargas
Magna Cum Laude

Ethan B Viets

Jaden Vohs 
Magna Cum Laude

Waindim Ian Mbang Ncham

Gaige Thomas Warren

Madison Grace Weaver
Summa Cum Laude

Emma E. Weddige

Andrew J. Williams
Cum Laude

Addison Dawn Woods
Summa Cum Laude

Madylin Elise Woolfolk
Summa Cum Laude

Brayden Michael Youkon*
Magna Cum Laude

Caitlin Jeanette Youles
Magna Cum Laude




