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THE ADDRESS

The Rev. Warren Thomas Swenson is an Episcopal priest
of the Diocese of West Missouri and a Ph.D. candidate in
the Department of Theology and Religious Studies at the
University of Chester. Earlier this year, he was appointed to a
tenure-track position on the faculty of the School of Theology
of the University of the South in Sewanee, Tennessee, where
he will begin teaching homiletics in the fall. A scholar of
contextual theology and preaching, his work will appear in the
forthcoming edition of The Oxford Handbook of Christian
Homiletics.

No stranger to Sewanee, Warren is currently Associate Director of the School of
Theology’s SUMMA Theological Debate Program. He previously served as Visiting
Instructor of Rhetoric in the College of Arts and Sciences as well as Principal Lecturer
for the Catechumenate, the university chaplaincy’s primary faith formation offering.
Warren’s ministry experience has been shaped primarily by small church and rural
contexts, most notably through nearly six years of service with Southeast Tennessee
Episcopal Ministry, a network of yoked congregations on and around the Cumberland
Plateau.

Originally from Overland Park, Kansas, Warren holds Master of Divinity (2018)
and Master of Sacred Theology (2020) degrees from the University of the South, as
well as a Bachelor of Arts with majors in Communication Studies and Spanish from
Baker University (2013). While at Baker, Warren served as President of the Student
Senate, was active in the Speech Choir, and studied for a semester at the University of
Seville. He is a proud member of Zeta Chi fraternity. After graduation, he worked for
two years as a project coordinator and special assistant in the President’s Office.

Most recently, Warren worked as a consultant on the Netflix original series Big
Mistakes, created by Dan Levy and Rachel Sennott. He and his husband Walker live
in Sewanee, in a 116-year-old farm cottage, which they recently restored.



THE UNIVERSITY

In the mid-1850s, a group of Methodist ministers sought refuge from the brutality
of a territory torn by economic and social disagreement. It was decided that such
a retreat could only be found in the presence of education. A sanctuary of culture
and civility was planned, but it was not until the Palmyra Association made a
considerable donation of land that Baldwin City was selected as the location for
Kansas’ first university. Named for Osmon C. Baker, the first American bishop of
the Methodist Episcopal Church, Baker University was granted a charter by the
territorial legislature on February 12, 1858.

Throughout its history, the university has produced educated contributors to
all fields. Baker boasts four Rhodes Scholars, a Pulitzer Prize winner, and countless
others who have made a lasting impact as explorers, clergymen, politicians, writers,
and academics.

In the 168 years since its inception, Baker has evolved from a small university
and preparatory school to a comprehensive university with four schools and
degrees ranging from associate to doctorate. From the first graduating class of three
in 1866, Baker now serves students across campuses in Kansas and online around
the world. The College of Arts and Sciences offers undergraduate degrees in more
than 40 areas of study on the Baldwin City campus. The School of Professional
and Graduate Studies serves working adults with numerous online programs. At
the School of Nursing, Baker partners with Stormont Vail Health in Topeka to
offer bachelor’s and master’s degrees in nursing. The School of Education offers
bachelor’s, master’s, and doctoral degrees in Baldwin City and online.

CLASS ORGANIZATIONS

Baker University’s Class of 1891 began the tradition of naming itself and
bequeathing its title to the incoming freshman class. Thus, each organization’s
name and traditions are passed on through generations. During any given year,
four organizations are represented among the freshman, sophomore, junior, and
senior classes: Columbian Commonwealth, Senatus Romanus, King Arthur’s
Court, and House of Hanover. The Class of 2026 is part of King Arthur’s Court.
When the Class of 2030 enters Baker in the fall, it will assume the traditions of
King Arthur’s Court.

DESIGNATION OF
SCHOLASTIC HONORS

These designations are applicable to baccalaureate degrees:
Summa Cum Laude — With Highest Honors
Magna Cum Laude — With High Honors
Cum Laude — With Honors



THE ACADEMIC REGALIA

The pageantry and dress of the academic procession have been inherited from the
medieval universities of the eleventh and twelfth centuries where academic life
began, first in the Church, then in the guilds. Principal features of academic dress
are the gown, the cap, and the hood.

The bachelor’s gown has pointed sleeves. Sleeves of the master’s degree gown
are long and closed with a slit at the wrist. Doctoral gowns have full bell sleeves
with three velvet chevrons across them and are faced with velvet. University
presidents usually wear academic regalia that represents the school.

The colors of the hood generally represent the school and discipline.
Traditional colors associated with disciplines are Maize, Agriculture; White, Arts,
Letters, and Humanities; Drab, Accounting and Business; Copper, Economics;
Light Blue, Education; Orange, Engineering; Brown, Fine Arts; Russet, Forestry;
Crimson, Journalism; Purple, Law; Lemon, Library Science; Green, Medicine;
Pink, Music; Apricot, Nursing; Silver Gray, Speech; Dark Blue, Philosophy; Sage
Green, Physical Education; Golden Yellow, Science; Citron, Social Work; Scarlet,
Theology.

THE UNIVERSITY SYMBOLS

In 168 years, Baker has developed many rich traditions. Along with these traditions
came a series of symbols holding special meaning to the university and its rituals.

The Presidential Medallion was first worn on April 22, 1967, by Baker
President James E. Doty for his inauguration. A gift from Doty’s alma mater,
Mount Unijon College in Ohio, the sterling silver and gold medallion is worn
by university presidents during ceremonial events, such as commencement and
convocation, to signify the official authority and responsibility of the president.

The Baker University mace symbolizes the power and authority of learning.
Commissioned for the 1974 inauguration of Baker’s 24th president, Jerald C.
Walker, Walt Bailey, emeritus faculty member whose career at Baker spanned 42
years as a professor of art, created the mace from remnants of Baker’s Centenary
Hall and historic Parmenter Hall. Bearing the name of Baker’s 31 presidents, the
mace is carried in the procession of official university ceremonies by the Grand
Marshal. The traditional symbol was derived from a battle instrument of the
knights in the Middle Ages.

FLAGS

The flags represent the countries of origin of our graduating students and faculty.
This year we have flags representing Antigua and Barbuda, Cameroon, Colombia,
Germany, Hungary, Mexico, South Korea, and the United Kingdom.



KOPKE AWARD

The Jennie Howell Kopke and Verda R. Kopke Award for Distinguished Teaching
recognizes annually a Baker faculty member who has a record of excellence in
teaching and in transforming students into scholars, who brings honor to the
university, and who exhibits good moral character.

JABARA LEADERSHIP AWARD

The Jabara Leadership Award recognizes one graduating male and one graduating
female student who demonstrate leadership, academic excellence, departmental
involvement, and career potential while completing their degree at Baker.

THE ALMA MATER

TO THE ORANGE
by Warren Shepard
arr. by Roger Kugler
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THE PROGRAM

This program lists degree recipients together with candidates who plan to complete
requirements in the near future. It is not an official list of graduates.

Exit procedure: In the event of an emergency, please remain calm and move to the
exits in an orderly fashion. There are three exits from the building, including the main
entrance on the west side of the gymnasium, the exit behind the stage, and the exit in
the hallway on the south side of the gymnasium. Please move quietly and quickly to
the nearest exit.

Thank you.
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*Processional .................. Kansas City St. Andrew Pipes and Drums
Color Guard provided by the Baldwin City Boy Scouts, Troop #65
*National Anthem . ... ... o Ms. Ramie Nation

University Registrar and Advisor
to the President for Accreditation

FINVOCATION v vttt e ettt e e e e e The Reverend
Blake Stanwood, University Minister

Class of 2012

Welcome and Introductions. ...... ... Jody S. Fournier, PhD
31st President of Baker University

Senior Class President Address . .. ... Julie Coffey
Class of 2026

Commencement Address . .. ... The Reverend

Warren Thomas Swenson, Class of 2013

Authorization to Confer Degrees
and Bestow University Honors
and Recognition. . ...ttt Mr. John Thomson
Chairman of the Board of Trustees
Class of 1995

Presentation of University Recognition

Jennie Howell Kopke and
Verda R. Kopke Award for
Distinguished Teaching. .. ........ ... .. ... ... Dr. Tina R. Hartley
Executive Dean of the
College of Arts and Sciences
and School of Education
2026 Outstanding Senior Awards . .. .............. ..., Dr. Robyn Long

Professor of Psychology

Professor Fran Jabara
Leadership Awards . ........ . .. i i Dr. Judy Smrha

Professor and Chair of Business and Economics
Presentation of Candidates. . . ....... . ... i i Dr. Hartley

Conferral of Degrees .. ...ttt President Fournier



Presentation of Diplomas. .. ... Dr. Hartley

Assisted by ..o Ms. Nation
Readers...........oovviiiiinnnn... Dr. Joe Watson, Professor of Mass Media
Dr. Christian Gomez, Assistant Professor of Biology

President’s Charge . ...t President Fournier
*The AlmaMater ... ..., Led by Baker Concert Choir Singers
*Benediction ... ...t The Reverend Stanwood
*Recessional . ... o il Kansas City St. Andrew Pipes and Drums

The University Marshals

Head Marshal: Dr. Sara Crump
Assistant Marshals: Dr. Robyn Long,
Professor John Richards, Dr. Charlsie Prosser

*All who are able will stand.
**Please remain standing until
the recessional is completed.
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CANDIDATES FOR DEGREES

BACHELOR
OF ARTS

Jack BaiLey*

Kira BAKER
Summa CuMm LaUuDE

ELEANOR BARNARD
MagNa Cum LAUDE

MajayrLa SiMoNE Boyp

KAMERON JuNE BUurNAM
Magna CuMm LAUDE

Darcy Ovrivia Cato
Magna Cum LAUDE

Beaux COLEMAN
Cum Laubpe

Luke MoNTGOMERY COOPER
CoLinN J. CRISSLER

Taryn DiaL
Summa CuMm LAUDE

ELijaH ESLINGER
CumMm Laubpe

BreTT GAMBER
KaMERON GLASPER

EmMiry HANSEN
Cum Laubpe

Davip JoserpH HERNANDEZ*
MabisoN M HuMPHREY
Jessica MariE KeLLy*
Karissa RENE Lyons
MARLENT MEJIA-MoOLINA*

ErL1 HArRoLD MEssick
Cum Laubpe

ALEXANDRA JoANN PoLiNG
MARGARET GRACE QUALLS

OL1via Joy SisNEY
MagNa Cum LAUDE

SERGIO DIDIER SORIANO-ZARATE*

GWENDOLYN M. STARRETT
Summa Cum LAUDE

DAyYNA STEADMAN
Cum LAaubpe

CAMDEN WISEMAN



BACHELOR
OF MUSIC
EDUCATION

MicHAEL Dixon*

JavkoB WaYNE LEMONDS*
Summa Cum LAUDE

VicTtoria VALENTINE Love*
Summa CuMm LAaUDE

BACHELOR
OF SCIENCE

JoE ABRAHAMS
CADE ADAMS
MIRANDA AGUSTIN-SANCHEZ

EMMA CAROLINE ALBERT
Summa CuMm LAUDE

EvAN ALDRIDGE

CHAUNCEY ANDREWS

JuaN MaNUEL AviLA GONZALEZ

Cum Laubpe

AroLONIA BARAHONA-NEGRETE

AMAvYA REGINA GRACE BARNES

Summa Cum LAUDE

RiLee A. BELL
Cum LAUDE

Jake BErG

NicHoras BERGMAN
Cum LAUDE

FrRaNKIE MARIE BEYDLER
Cum Laubpe

CassaNDRA Louise BLADES
MEecaN ReEBeEccA BOETTCHER
JoEL BOLLINGER

PascaL Brose

Kampen D. BRownN*
KRriSTOPHER ]. BROWN
Rickey BRownN

MEeReDITH ANN BROWN
Summa CuMm LAUDE

Josaua D BroyLEs
JaLin PHiticia A1QiaN BURGHART

GAGe D. CALLAGHAN
Cum LAuDE

Erjan RoBerT CALLEN
Magna Cum LaupE

KyLEE JorDAN CARLSON*
Summa Cum Laubpe

JouannNa I. CARRASCO VARGAS
Summa Cum LauDE

A1LEeN A. CasTANEDA Ruiz
SamueL D. Castro OrRoZCO
MasonN ALaN CHANCE

MaxkayLA LORENE CHAPMAN
Macna Cum LAUDE

SipNEYy C. CLAEYS
Summa CuMm LAUDE

CrypeE CLARK

ZANE MicHAEL CLARK

* CANDIDATES FOR TEACHER LICENSURE



Jurie Marie CoFFEY
Summa Cum LAUDE

BRAEDEN ANDREW COLWELL
Cum LAuDE

ANNABELLE Davis
Cum LAuDE

JamEs DoRsEy

Napia MARIE EMPERLEY
Tess EuBank

ErHAN BROOKS EVERHART
Dominik FOLDESsI

Brapy C. FrRIEND
Cum LAuDE

TRENT GIETZEN
DanNieLA TAKASHIMA

JorDAN GRABAST
Macna CuMm LauDE

Jupk E. GRanamM™
MagNAa Cum LAUDE

ArrLisoN GRAMMER

ELry GREEN
Cum LAuDE

JoHN GREEN
Cum Laubpe

Joun HunTER HALL
Cum LauDE

RyaNNE CATHERINE Ham*
Magna Cum LAUDE

CoORRIE MACKENZIE HASSETT*
Cum LAUDE

Noan HASTERT

GAGE MiLEs HAaYyDEN

RyLie RENE HAaYDEN
Magna Cum LAUDE

Karrrynn N. HobpGEs
Reese C HorLapay
Korpen M. HowERTON

PeTrrA DANIELLE HUDDLESTON*
Summa CuMm LauDE

Taryn HuLL

CHRISTOPHER J.H JacksonN
SteLLA ANN KoCH JaMEsON
RyaNn OWEN JENSEN*
Darius JounsoN

TaBari D. JounsoN
TRUMAN JUELSGAARD

Josaua King
MagNa Cum LAUDE

KyLER KOSANKE
Cum LAUDE

Zac KRaAMER
Summa CuMm LAaUDE

Jana KATHRYN LANDRETH*
CumMm LauDE

PARKER LANE*
Cum LAUuDE

JLinN LANGFORD
Summa Cum LAUDE

CLARICE JANE LANGFOSS*
Macna CuMm LAUDE

RyLEE RANEA LANSDOWN
LaAMARCQUEZ LEE

ANDREW LISEC



Jaypa DeNee’ Logan
MagNa Cum LAUDE

Nicaoras CHARLES LoNG
Summa CuMm LauDE

MAKENNA DAwN LONGACRE

S. MorcaN MacDoNALD
Summa Cum LauDE

LanpoN MacEwan
AuMED MAHGOUB*
GABRIEL JOSEPH MARTIN™
JADE MARTIN

Jacos Epwin McGLassON
Cum LauDE

SPENCER THOMAS MCGUIRE

Jack ANDREW MEYLAN
CumMm LauDE

CyNTHIA MIRANDA*

CooPrer R. MonNsoN
Magna Cum LAUDE

KaDpEN A. MOORE
Cum LAuDE

Jonan MuHAMMAD

MaLLORY NELSON
Macna Cum LAUDE

Graci GREeN NoBo

MaraLina OcHoa
Magna Cum LAUDE

CoNNOR ANDREW OLSON
Summa CuMm LAaUDE

AipAN Dougras PALMER
Summa Cum LauDE

ABIGAIL ANN PAULSEN
Summa CuMm LaUDE

RacHEL E. PEDERSON
Cum LAuDE

AvioN ] PHILLIPS
KarLey NicoLE PHILLIPS
SaouL Rayus Prabo

DyLan J. Price
Magna Cum LAUDE

Jacos RanpaLL

SamanTHA NOELLE REscu*
Magna Cum LAUDE

ALEJANDRA REYES FUENTES

CasoN RICHARDSON
Magna Cum LAUDE

BrapLEY ROoBB

IwaN ROBERTS
Cum LAUDE

JaiLau SimoNE RoBiNsoN
Kyiie M. RoBLEDO

Ken Rowranp 111
Cum LAuDE

JonaTHAN RUiZ
Cum Laupe

KeyNaN ALLEN RUSSELL

RacHEL NicoLE RUTHERFORD*
Macna Cum LAUDE

MAURICIO SALAS
GRIFFIN T SCHERMERHORN

EpEN M. ScHIMMEL

* CANDIDATES FOR TEACHER LICENSURE



ZACH SCHNEIDER

GARRISON PHiILLIP SCHRAG

Summa CuMm LAUDE

Lanpon E. Scorr
Magna Cum LAUDE

RyLee HAYDEN SEYMOUR
MARIAM SHARIQ
DeLiLaH EVE SHERBIN
GARRETT R. SHOEMAKER
SETH SIMPSON

NIKOLAS SLATOFF
Magna Cum LAUDE

SamanTHA L. SLIFE
Summa CuMm LAUDE

KyYLEE BREEANN SLYTER
Magna Cum LAUDE

JALEN SmITH

HarLrLie M. SNYDER
Summa CuMm LauDE

TRENT SPIKER

Kiara R. STONE
Summa Cum LauDE

NEVAEH ANN STONE
Summa CuMm LAUDE

HarLey CamiLLE THOMPSON

Summa CuMm LAUDE

Josuua MicHAEL TirraNY

KeecHAN R TROUTMAN
Jackson TrumaN

SEaN UrBAN*

12

AUDREY EL1ZABETH VALDEZ

AVERY VARGAS
Magna Cum LAUDE

Eruan B Viets

Japen Vons
Magna Cum LAUDE

WainDIM IaN MBaNG NcHAM
GAIGE THOMAS WARREN

MapisoN GRACE WEAVER
Summa CuMm LauDE

Emma E. WEDDIGE

ANDREW ]. WILLIAMS
Cum LAauDE

AppisoN Dawn Woobs
Summa CuMm LAUDE

MapyLiN Erise WooLFoLK
Summa CuMm LAUDE

BraypeEN MicHAEL YoukoN*
Magna Cum LAUDE

CAITLIN JEANETTE YOULES
Magna CuMm LAUDE

* CANDIDATES FOR TEACHER LICENSURE
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