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The Address
The Rev. Warren Thomas Swenson is an Episcopal priest 
of the Diocese of West Missouri and a Ph.D. candidate in 
the Department of Theology and Religious Studies at the 
University of Chester. Earlier this year, he was appointed to a 
tenure-track position on the faculty of the School of Theology 
of the University of the South in Sewanee, Tennessee, where 
he will begin teaching homiletics in the fall. A scholar of 
contextual theology and preaching, his work will appear in the 
forthcoming edition of The Oxford Handbook of Christian 
Homiletics.

	 No stranger to Sewanee, Warren is currently Associate Director of the School of 
Theology’s SUMMA Theological Debate Program. He previously served as Visiting 
Instructor of Rhetoric in the College of Arts and Sciences as well as Principal Lecturer 
for the Catechumenate, the university chaplaincy’s primary faith formation offering. 
Warren’s ministry experience has been shaped primarily by small church and rural 
contexts, most notably through nearly six years of service with Southeast Tennessee 
Episcopal Ministry, a network of yoked congregations on and around the Cumberland 
Plateau.

	 Originally from Overland Park, Kansas, Warren holds Master of Divinity (2018) 
and Master of Sacred Theology (2020) degrees from the University of the South, as 
well as a Bachelor of Arts with majors in Communication Studies and Spanish from 
Baker University (2013). While at Baker, Warren served as President of the Student 
Senate, was active in the Speech Choir, and studied for a semester at the University of 
Seville. He is a proud member of Zeta Chi fraternity. After graduation, he worked for 
two years as a project coordinator and special assistant in the President’s Office. 

	 Most recently, Warren worked as a consultant on the Netflix original series Big 
Mistakes, created by Dan Levy and Rachel Sennott. He and his husband Walker live 
in Sewanee, in a 116-year-old farm cottage, which they recently restored.
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The University
In the mid-1850s, a group of Methodist ministers sought refuge from the brutality 
of a territory torn by economic and social disagreement. It was decided that such 
a retreat could only be found in the presence of education. A sanctuary of culture 
and civility was planned, but it was not until the Palmyra Association made a 
considerable donation of land that Baldwin City was selected as the location for 
Kansas’ first university. Named for Osmon C. Baker, the first American bishop of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church, Baker University was granted a charter by the 
territorial legislature on February 12, 1858.

	 Throughout its history, the university has produced educated contributors to 
all fields. Baker boasts four Rhodes Scholars, a Pulitzer Prize winner, and countless 
others who have made a lasting impact as explorers, clergymen, politicians, writers, 
and academics.

	 In the 168 years since its inception, Baker has evolved from a small university 
and preparatory school to a comprehensive university with four schools and 
degrees ranging from associate to doctorate. From the first graduating class of three 
in 1866, Baker now serves students across campuses in Kansas and online around 
the world. The College of Arts and Sciences offers undergraduate degrees in more 
than 40 areas of study on the Baldwin City campus. The School of Professional 
and Graduate Studies serves working adults with numerous online programs. At 
the School of Nursing, Baker partners with Stormont Vail Health in Topeka to 
offer bachelor’s and master’s degrees in nursing. The School of Education offers 
bachelor’s, master’s, and doctoral degrees in Baldwin City and online.

Designation of  
Scholastic Honors
These designations are applicable to baccalaureate degrees:

	 Summa Cum Laude – With Highest Honors

	 Magna Cum Laude – With High Honors

	 Cum Laude – With Honors

The Academic Regalia
The pageantry and dress of the academic procession have been inherited from the 
medieval universities of the eleventh and twelfth centuries where academic life 
began, first in the Church, then in the guilds. Principal features of academic dress 
are the gown, the cap, and the hood.

	 The bachelor’s gown has pointed sleeves. Sleeves of the master’s degree gown 
are long and closed with a slit at the wrist. Doctoral gowns have full bell sleeves 
with three velvet chevrons across them and are faced with velvet. University 
presidents usually wear academic regalia that represents the school.

	 The colors of the hood generally represent the school and discipline. 
Traditional colors associated with disciplines are Maize, Agriculture; White, Arts, 
Letters, and Humanities; Drab, Accounting and Business; Copper, Economics; 
Light Blue, Education; Orange, Engineering; Brown, Fine Arts; Russet, Forestry; 
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Crimson, Journalism; Purple, Law; Lemon, Library Science; Green, Medicine; 
Pink, Music; Apricot, Nursing; Silver Gray, Speech; Dark Blue, Philosophy; Sage 
Green, Physical Education; Golden Yellow, Science; Citron, Social Work; Scarlet, 
Theology.

The University Symbols
In 168 years, Baker has developed many rich traditions. Along with these traditions 
came a series of symbols holding special meaning to the university and its rituals.

	 The Presidential Medallion was first worn on April 22, 1967, by Baker 
President James E. Doty for his inauguration. A gift from Doty’s alma mater, 
Mount Union College in Ohio, the sterling silver and gold medallion is worn 
by university presidents during ceremonial events, such as commencement and 
convocation, to signify the official authority and responsibility of the president.

	 The Baker University mace symbolizes the power and authority of learning. 
Commissioned for the 1974 inauguration of Baker’s 24th president, Jerald C. 
Walker, Walt Bailey, emeritus faculty member whose career at Baker spanned 42 
years as a professor of art, created the mace from remnants of Baker’s Centenary 
Hall and historic Parmenter Hall. Bearing the name of Baker’s 31 presidents, the 
mace is carried in the procession of official university ceremonies by the Grand 
Marshal. The traditional symbol was derived from a battle instrument of the 
knights in the Middle Ages.

Flags 
The flags represent the countries of origin of our graduating students and faculty. 
This year we have flags representing Antigua and Barbuda, Cameroon, Colombia, 
Germany, Hungary, Mexico, South Korea, and the United Kingdom.

Neuenswander Outstanding 
Dissertation Award 
The Dr. Bill Neuenswander Outstanding Dissertation Award was established 
in 2011 to recognize exceptional work by doctoral candidates and to encourage 
the highest levels of scholarship, research, and writing. Dr. Neuenswander, 
served Baker for 17 years in varied roles, including professor of undergraduate 
and graduate courses, director of teacher education, and dean of the School 
of Education. He held a key role in developing Baker’s first doctoral program, 
Doctor of Education in Educational Leadership, in 2006, and was inducted into 
the Kansas Teacher Hall of Fame in 2004.
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The Alma Mater
To The Orange   
by Warren Shepard 
arr. by Roger Kugler

The Program
This program lists degree recipients together with candidates who plan to complete 
requirements in the near future. It is not an official list of graduates.  

Exit procedure: In the event of an emergency, please remain calm and move to the 
exits in an orderly fashion. There are three exits from the building, including the main 
entrance on the west side of the gymnasium, the exit behind the stage, and the exit in 
the hallway on the south side of the gymnasium. Please move quietly and quickly to 
the nearest exit.

Thank you.
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*Processional . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                   Kansas City St. Andrew Pipes and Drums
Color Guard provided by the Baldwin City Boy Scouts, Troop #65

*National Anthem. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                 Ms. Ramie Nation
	 University Registrar and Advisor
	 to the President for Accreditation

*Invocation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                          The Reverend 
	 Blake Stanwood, University Minister
	 Class of 2012

Welcome and Introductions. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                       Jody S. Fournier, PhD
	 31st President of Baker University

Commencement Address. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                The Reverend 
	 Warren Thomas Swenson, Class of 2013

Authorization to Confer Degrees  
and Bestow University Honors  
and Recognition. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                    Mr. John Thomson
	 Chairman of the Board of Trustees
	 Class of 1995

Presentation of University Recognition

Dr. Bill Neuenswander Outstanding Dissertation Award 
to Dr. Bryan Fulton and Dr. Michelle Pressler. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                      

	 Dr. Tina R. Hartley
	 Executive Dean of the 
	 College of Arts and Sciences 
	 and School of Education

Presentation of Candidates. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                  Dr. Hartley

Conferral of Degrees . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                               President Fournier
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Presentation of Diplomas

School of Education . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                    Dr. Hartley

Reader . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                     Dr. Stephanie Hill
The doctoral advisors hooding doctoral candidates today are:  

Dr. Zak Akagi-Bustin, Dr. Regena Aye, Dr. Tracy Cooper,  
Dr. Anna Dunn, Dr. Harold Frye, Dr. Tes Mehring,  

Dr. James Robins, Dr. Susan Rogers,  
and Dr. Elizabeth Wilkerson. 

School of Nursing. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                               Dr. Ranee Seastrom
	  Interim Dean of the School of Nursing

Readers. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                      Dr. Marlene Eicher
	 Prof. Ashley Seematter

School of Professional  
and Graduate Studies . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                             Dr. Kirk Haskins

	  Interim Dean of the School of Professional 
	 and Graduate Studies

 Reader. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                    Ms. Tara Brinkoetter

 Assisted by. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                         Ms. Nation

President’s Charge . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                 President Fournier

*The Alma Mater. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                   Led by Ms. Nation

*Benediction . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                  The Reverend Stanwood

**Recessional. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                   Kansas City St. Andrew Pipes and Drums

The University Marshals

Head Marshal: Dr. Sara Crump
Assistant Marshals: Bob Burnham,

Dr. Deborah Methias, and Dr. Elizabeth Wilkerson

*All who are able will stand.  
**Please remain standing until  
the recessional is completed.




8

Doctor of 
Education in 
Educational 
Leadership
Sara Aguayo

Anna Elizabeth Ditto

Laura Dondzila

Sherry Ann Dumolien

Shanna K Hailey

William Henry Kanan

Stephanie Denise Kimbrough

Caitlin Steward Lemasson

Jennifer Renee Patterson

Lori Ann Peters

Eric Regier

Selena M. Riddell

Andrea Stauch

Rebecca Ann Thiessen

Janell Kathleen Urban

James M White

Victoria Camden Zackert

Doctor of 
Education in 
Instructional 
Design and 
Performance 
Technology 
Chelsea Elizabeth Bohnstedt

Brittany Conrad-Echols

Erin J. Curfman

Lushonda Evette

Sabina KC

Jaime Enrique Fuentes Gutierrez 

Chi P. King

Aubrey Erin Mink

Michelle Lynn Pressler

Terri Lisa Schwager

Christopher J. Spindler

Vanessa Threat

Laura Elizabeth Winzen

Candidates for Degrees
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Doctor of 
Education  
in Leadership 
in Higher 
Education
Braden Michael Beckman

Michelle Holtman

Charay D. Zimmerschied

Master of Arts 
in Education
Kirstin Leigh Brokar

Cooper Jordan Clark

Edwin Eugene Cumberland IV

Bethany Elder

Benjamin Robert Alfred Farney

Shannon Rae Forst

Hannah Garwood

David Gerlach

Cole J Gonier

Victoria Harvey

Jacqueline Meigs Hockenberg

Devon Johnson

Nicole Johnson

Adam Jacob Kroeker

Katherine Mariann Lamp

Raelee Anna Lance

Ashley Matthews

Kailey Ann McDonald

Julie K. Miller

Diana Yvonne Parra

Alyssa Caitlin Poteet

Emma Reicherter

Kaitlin Ross

Nick Ruiz

Stacy Runyan

Julian T. Shoemaker

Hanna M. Stevens

Sara E Walkup

Master of 
Science 
in School 
Leadership
Thomas T Auge

Amy Bradley

Shanna Breuer

Jacob Burkholder

Matthew James Busby

Doris Cheney

Alexis Estrada

Amy Lynn Greiner

Brianne Hanson

Michelle M. Krause

Maria Alvarez Raimundo

Brett M. Stindt
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Master of 
Science 
in Special 
Education
Jennie Elisabeth Battaglia

Tammie Burke

Kathryn Carlson

Justin Case

Maranda Downey

Jairmie Daniel French

Leah C. Norton

Joan Elizabeth Ryan

Donna Marie Shell

Master of 
Science in 
Instructional 
Design and 
Performance 
Technology
Sarah Jeanette Brewer

Brian James Hagstrom

Lynn Lee

Carla Grace Dominique Lutcher

Stephanie Pratt
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Master of 
Science in 
Nursing
Melissa Alsup

Trista Anderson 

Casey Lynn Barker

Tatum Arlene Conklin

Mercedes Rae Eicher

Chelsa Goertzen

Nicole Suzanne Graham

Kerry Frances Haley

Samantha Johnson

James Hampton Sellers

Danielle Renae Shepherd

Eric Trejo

Bachelor of 
Science in 
Nursing
Aerial Teresa Ackors

Sigma Theta Tau

Sydney M Albers
Cum Laude
Sigma Theta Tau

Madison Rose Appel

Jackson Dawa Ayieko

Ainsley Hope Bandy
Sigma Theta Tau

Jace Biermann
Summa Cum Laude
Sigma Theta Tau

Samantha Morgan Boyles
Summa Cum Laude
Sigma Theta Tau

Isabel Jean Brandmeyer

Kylie G Brown
Cum Laude
Sigma Theta Tau

Gracie Lenae Carlson

Mekhi Collins

Dah’Keviah Y-Gene Dayshawn 
Mays

Olivia Shae Drake

Avery Lynn Ellis
Sigma Theta Tau

Sasha Irene Escobedo

Candidates for Degrees
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Kayla D. Fair-Cooper
Sigma Theta Tau

Delaina Jeneen Fletcher

Carson Aaron Floersch

Lilianna Victoria Gallegos
Sigma Theta Tau

Karli Ann Gilliland
Cum Laude
Sigma Theta Tau

Dakota Lee Goza

Shelby Lynn Grimes

Emma Marie Harding

Gabriel Hernandez

Elle K. Hoffman

Allison Elizabeth Holland

Olivia L. Holtz
Magna Cum Laude
Sigma Theta Tau

Sydney Taylor Holzman

Abigail Katherine Jacob
Sigma Theta Tau

Kayla Ryanne Karlin

Thayu W. Kimori
Sigma Theta Tau

Lory Ellyn Knapp

Julia Eleni Makusiewicz
Cum Laude
Sigma Theta Tau

Brooklyn Rae McCracken

Emily Adria McKay
Sigma Theta Tau

Khudhaifat Masoud Nassor

Catherine Cooper Nearmyer
Cum Laude
Sigma Theta Tau

Joy Wandia Ngibuini

Mia Sue Osier

Kenedy Pfannenstiel

Hailie Dawn Pollock

Kasiah Brielle Richmond

Hannah Leann Rolf

Brian Richard Roy Jr.
Cum Laude
Sigma Theta Tau

Hope Anne Runyan
Cum Laude
Sigma Theta Tau

Gennavieve Rose Salsbury
Sigma Theta Tau

Mila Elizabeth Schmidt
Sigma Theta Tau

Madalynn D. Spear-Tyson

Hannah G Stieben

Ella Rose Sudbeck

Avery C. Sweeney
Summa Cum Laude
Sigma Theta Tau

GracieAnn Marie Tanking
Magna Cum Laude
Sigma Theta Tau

Lindsey Nicole Villegas

Anna Eliza Warman

Bailey Jean Weis

Katelyn Werthman

Ashley Wilson
Cum Laude
Sigma Theta Tau

Brooke Kaci Young
Cum Laude
Sigma Theta Tau
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Master of 
Arts in 
Organizational 
Leadership
Matthew Parker Bates

Ashley L. Daub

Kayla Ann Koenig

Patricia McPherson

Angeline Nichole Michael

Mayra A. Santos

Leah Van Weelden

Katherine Wolfinbarger

Master of 
Business 
Administration
Wyatt Todd Allen

Marissa Gayle Arredondo

Addison Paige Austin

Breana Mae Barchak

Brianne Nicole Barron

LaJasmia Dye Bates

Joss T. Bathke

Hannah Bono

Brianna Renae Bowers

Savannah Megan Bray

Brock Michael Burling

Jasmine Marie Butler

Marcus Caporaso

Annette Renay Durbin-Bogan

Tanner Eckerle

Jared L. Elliott, DO, ACPA-C

Marcello Esposti 

Jacob Glatstein

Madison Elizabeth Harder

Christopher Michael Holdren

Meagan Deborah Hughes

Brennan Douglas Johnson

Korey M. Jones

Kaden Keller

Ivory D. Kelly-Martin

Evan Rameez Khan

Nicholas J Klenke

Lisa Marie Kunkel

Meghan Lasister

Jack S LeVota

Nathaniel T. Mason

James Richard Mayfield

Candidates for Degrees
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Stephanie Lynn McIntyre

Michael A. McKinne

Noelle McMeen

Tamara H. Melton

Brandon Kenneth Milburn

Thomas A. Miller

Jeffrey Thomas Moore

Thomas J. Morris

Benjamin A Mullinnix

Caleb James Nelson

Caden Robert Pogue

Brandi Jo Pohlmeier

Ricardo Rodriguez

Bo Reed Schneider

Kyle Avery Scrimsher

Alexandria Menrovia Shevchenko

Joshua Wayne Sparks

Jakob Cody Stovall

Stefania L Strohman

Justine Wakole

Thea L. Warren-Parks

Brian Lee Williams

Courtney Joanne Williams

Robyn Alexis Williams - Gant

Danielle Lashay Woodruff

Elijah Wesley Young

Master of 
Science in Sport 
Management
Jordan Burton

Kaleb Fox

Kevin LeRoy Gunter Jr

Ryan Guyton

Kristina R. Harris

Katherine N. Heath

Jonathan Jenkins

Anthony Kennedy

Ab Kaimen Lennox

Joshua D’Angelo Moore

Riley Marie Phillips

Alison Marie Snyder

Brooke Alexandra Vicory

Bachelor 
of Business 
Administration
Grisley Aguilar-Maldonado

Jerald Dennis Ballard
Summa Cum Laude

Alysha Burgoon

Melissa Anne Dudley
Magna Cum Laude

Collin Patrick Goessling
Summa Cum Laude

Erin Elizabeth Ellis Harris

Dustin J House

Rona Arlene Johnson-Murillo

Melanie Marshall

Tim McFarland
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Gabriella T. McIntosh
Cum Laude

Bridget Michelle Mitchell

Zachary Nitsch

Brett Tyler Parke

Alicia A Paul
Summa Cum Laude

Misty Rogers

Trey Anthony Trenkamp
Summa Cum Laude

Cameron Vaccarella

Jayden D. Wodke

Anne Elizabeth Zajic

Bachelor of 
Science
LaQuonia S Boyd

Magna Cum Laude

Michelle Dawn Collins

Kristin Cutbirth
Magna Cum Laude

Jessica Hleis
Summa Cum Laude

Jason Kesinger
Summa Cum Laude

Christopher Jordan-Gastin 
Phyfer
Cum Laude

Shalynn Eldredge-McMillan
Spiller

Bachelor of 
Science in 
Management
John Ray Langford

Cum Laude

Rick J Lindsey

Don Newsom

Linda Karlene Rogers

Associate of 
Arts in Business
Cortney Renae Burt

Magna Cum Laude

Zachery D. Ralph

Laporsha S Revels

Max Garrett Roberts
Summa Cum Laude

Cornelius Jones




